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From the Prez’s Garage
By Steve CookBy Steve CookBy Steve CookBy Steve CookBy Steve Cook

Steve Cook, “The Prez”.

Spring Greetings to All,

Yes, it was a bad winter for everyone, so let’s put it behind us.  This coming
Sunday, our local group is hosting our Annual Spring Dust-off, and we are
expecting about 150 collector cars to show, so the car season is officially here.  I
hope everyone’s Safari will be on the road again shortly as well.

I am going to use my column this month to encourage all readers to
rekindle their enthusiasm for our Pontiac Oakland Club International.  POCI has
lost numerous long time members these past few years over hard feelings, and
that is not what this club is about.  We are Pontiac, Oakland, and GMC lovers that
enjoy these cars and trucks, and enjoy our friends that share these common
interests.  I think the Officers, Board, Judging Committee, Convention Committee,
and Smokes Editor are all making a sincere effort these days to work with the
membership to please as many people as possible.  This means giving an equal
value of importance to Pontiacs, Oaklands, and GMC trucks, whether Show Stock,
Show Modified, Road Warrior, or for Racing.  I have been included in a lot of
behind the scenes POCI actions this winter, and I know that the club leaders are
trying hard to resolve any and all grievances.  Let’s all think positive and charge
ahead.

That said, it’s time to look forward to what promises to be a fabulous
Convention in Bowling Green, KY.  It is shaping up to be one of the best, and I
hope everyone in the Safari Chapter can attend.  There are 65 Popular Vote
Classes to pick from if you want to participate in the PV Show, and like the good
old days, Class “F” is for “1955-58 Custom Safari Only”.  There are numerous
Semi-Modified and Modified classes, something for everyone.  The awards
program is looking great as well!   If you choose not to be in the Popular Vote or
Points Judged Show, the Road Warriors are planning a special gathering and
activities.  All of these activities will be on the grounds of the Beech Bend Race
Park, one of the most beautiful to be found.  It will be easy for Show Goers to
check out the racing, and vice-versa.   There are so many great activities in the
area, such as the Corvette Museum and tours of the Corvette Plant that the week.
You won’t have enough hours to do everything.  I am excited that there will be a
conventional Chapter Night with an affordable dinner and a conventional Awards
Banquet Saturday; again with an affordable menu.  (Did I mention that I was on
the menu committee so no brussel sprouts?)

 As usual, our Safari Chapter will hold our annual meeting at the
Convention, probably on Wed. or Thurs. AM, time still to be determined.   Rich,
Robin, and I are still in the planning stage of a breakfast or dinner cruise, so if you
have any suggestions, please get hold of one of us right away.
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Behind the Wheel in the Editor’s Seat
By Rich PyeBy Rich PyeBy Rich PyeBy Rich PyeBy Rich Pye

Hello Everyone,

Wow, what an incredibly long and cold winter it has been in the northeast.  It’s now
spring and it still feels like winter.  While major storms are rolling though the southeast, we
actually have snow in the forecast later this week.  I need a vacation!  Somewhere south
and warm!!

So with the weather so terrible over the last few months, you probably want to ask
me why this newsletter is so late and why is it twice as thick?  Well you’re sick of hearing
me complain about having no time and too much to do, so I’ll blame it on procrastination.
But hey, you get 2 issues in one and you can take your time reading it!  I actually had a
lot of information to go through for this issue.  The new feature “How I got my first
Safari” is drawing stories from multiple members, which is great!  I love having to decide
whose story goes in what issue and planning out an issue that comes together well.

Since this is a double newsletter, you’ll find a couple Safari Members of the Quarter
in this issue.  I have to thank Lou Calasibetta and returning chapter member Victor Dennis
Dana for their submissions over the last couple of months.  You’ll find in this issue some
great stories from both guys, that I know you will enjoy.  I really like the car invoice that
Lou still had from his dad’s Safari.  It’s the Safari that got it all started for Lou.  To think at
one time, he wasn’t into restoring cars!!  Victor also tells his tale of how he got his first
Safari, “the one that got away”.  He also has created some word search puzzles and I’ve
included one in this issue, Have Fun.  For future issues I have some stories in the queue
from Jack White and more coming from Victor.  So there is a lot to look forward to.  Hey,
I should get preparing now!

As usual I’ve included the next in order issue of Vintage Safari News.  The
infamous CSC “Safari So Good” bumper sticker is seen in that issue.  Does anyone still
have one or even better having the original artwork?  That would be a great item for us to
have reproduced for the chapter members.  It would be even better at the 1979 prices!
I’d modify the artwork as is, but have no idea how to get them made into bumper
stickers.  Also check out Victor’s custom key fobs that he and a friend are going to be
making per order for anyone interested.  He sent me a sample of each of the fobs and
they are pretty neat.  They are a nice piece to hang off of your keychain, customized to
your year and car color.  There will be more information on them in upcoming issues, so
stay tuned.

If your label has 2010 on it, please make sure your dues are paid up or this will be
your last issue.  We never like to lose anyone, so send your dues to Robin soon.  If your
payment crosses paths in the mail, please disregard my plea.  Also check out the
membership roster in the back of this issue and let me know if I have anything wrong or
missing.  It gets hard to keep that accurate around membership renewal time.

Well, I have to go think about “willing” spring into full season, so I can actually go
outside without a winter jacket on or having to run to my car to start the heater.  I might
even clean my barn and take my ’57 out for a little drive.  Hey, I might even get it
inspected this year and drive it legally!!  Of course that assumes I actually get the sliding
windows back in it and the headliner installed…..wait another pain in the butt project….  I

wish my car would take up this car passion and start
helping me!  Keep the articles, photos and stories coming
in and I promise to get the next issue out before the
convention.

THINK SPRING!!!

RichRichRichRichRich
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Member of the Quarter
Your Name: Tom Kelly

Spouse’s name: Linda

Safari(s) Owned:  1 - 1956 Safari

When/Where did you acquire your first Safari?  2003, Napa, Idaho

What was your first car?  1957 Pontiac Starchief, 4dr, hardtop

What was your first Pontiac?   1957 Pontiac Starchief

Reason for “collecting” Safaris:  I liked the styling

Reason for joining the Custom Safari:  Information on restoration and parts locations

Most Wanted Safari Accessory:  Front Visor

Do you have “other” Pontiacs? If so, list model and year:  1962 Pontiac Catalina, convertible

What are your favorite non-Pontiac hobbies?  Golf, Fishing, Grandkids, Car Shows, Traveling
with Linda and being with other Pontiac friends

Least favorite car task:   Glass work

Most favorite car task:   Body & Paint

Best thing about being a Custom Safari Owner:  People turn their heads when they see a Safari

Favorite non-Safari car:  1961 Chevy Impala, Bubbletop

Favorite car-related web site:   Puget Sound Chapter of POCI

Favorite parts vendor:   Ames

Best car care tip to share:   Keep your car in a warm garage

Safari History:  It had to sit awhile in my garage while I finished my ‘62 Catalina convertible.  It is all
apart and stripped down and I’m getting ready to install new floor pans in it hopefully by the start of
summer.  The motor was a ‘57 Pontiac 347, and the interior had been redone from what I can tell.  It
had Avalon Blue and Nimbus Grey paint.  The car was in pretty good shape when I bought it, other
than needing floor pans.  I will be making a few changes in it.  As to what they will be, I haven’t quite
decided, but once I soda blast it, I’ll take some photos and send them.
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Safari Word Search
by Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Dana

Answers on Page 14

Find the Names on the Right
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“Our Old Safari”
by Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibetta

Well, I guess it all started in 1955, the year we first saw a 1955 Pontiac
Safari.  It was parked in a driveway next to my grandparent’s home in Newark, NJ.
Wow, what a cool looking wagon!  Two-tone bronze and cream with wire wheels.
Very impressive to a boy of nine years of age.  The wagon belonged to Vinnie, a
sharp dresser and a cool guy.  He owned three restaurants and was a successful
gentleman.

As the years passed, my dad and I would talk about Vinnie’s car.  It was ever
so classic back then.  Dad thought that since it was a few year old, it might possibly
be for sale.  As usual, we visited my grandparents on Sunday.  Dad and I went
over to see the wagon.  Well, in its place was a new 1960 Caddy Eldorado.  Dad
told me that Vinnie was just fine in the food business and that the ’55 was traded
in.  The Pontiac Safari was just a long, but one never what next’s in life.

About then, our 1951 Mercury Woody SW was getting tired.  At least my
dad and I were getting burned out giving it another coat of finish every Spring.
That was when our search really got hot again for that two-door Pontiac Station
Wagon.  The year was 1961, only fifty year ago.  It all came together one day as
we were reading the newspaper car ads.  On March 17.1961, we purchased our
1957 Safari.  How cool was that, with dual exhaust and added on AC?  Pop bought
the car for $1,495.  The silver and white wagon really had the pep that was needed
after we sold the old Mercury.

The Pontiac was our family car and was used to haul all kinds of articles.
Every time we visited our small home in the country, the car was packed with food,
furniture, etc.  This was our work horse for sure.  Dad let me play with the car and
I had a lot of fun with it.  I had the custom bug way back then.  Red rims and mild
dechroming was on its way.  We also had a 1961 Bonneville four door, so I used
the Safari more often than my dad.  Did I mention my mother never drove a car?
She never had an interest.  Her motto was we lived in town, so she never needed
to drive.

I took my driver’s test in the Safari and passed with flying colors.  It was my
cruzer to school and to the Drags.  I really never raced it, but I did drive it to
Island Drag Strip the Gartlits went 200 mph.  There were so many great memories
in the wagon.  Dances, football games, movies, and just hanging around with the
guys.

As the years went by, many changes happened in my life.  I went to college,
worked in NYC, and got married.  And divorced.  Everything seemed to fly by way
back then.  The decade from 1965 to 1975 was a time of growth for me and most
of my generation.

Fast forward to 1976.  On a sunny May Sunday, my dad and I went for a
ride to visit some old friends in Somerville, NJ.  After visiting, we came upon an
antique auto show.  Wow, what a cool event.  I was sort of out of the car scene at
the time.  We walked around and bingo, we stopped in our shoes.  There was a
brown and gold ’57 Safari, as well as other Pontiacs.  I started talking to Tony and
Gill, the owners of the Wagon.  They got me excited all over again.  The Safari was
modified and very cool with its black and rolled interior.  I told them about my gray
’57 that was de-chromed and lowered.  Once again, I had the bug.



7

Above:  The original Car Invoice for Lou’s Dad’s ‘57 Safari.  How many of you kept these and only
paid this much?

“Our Old Safari”
by Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibetta
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“Our Old Safari”
by Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibetta

Well, to make a long story short, I started on a redo of our old wagon.
This time I built it the way I wanted it.  I imagined I could go into a showroom
and order one….a color change to Stock colors and tri-power and three on the
tree.  Yes, it’s stock, but it’s also modified!  May of you know me for all the crazy
cars we have built.  I still have y HS cruzer and enjoy it to this day.  The restora-
tion of on our old wagon is starting to age, just like me.

On another note, about four years ago I located that brown and gold Safari
with the rolled and pleated interior.  Now it has a fifty nine 389 and tri power.  I
can never leave anything alone.  I have gotten in touch with Gil and he advised
me that they it to the first POCI convention in Wichita, KS.  It won the long dis-
tance award in 1974.  Wow, what history!

Well, that is my Safari story and I am sticking to it.  Hope you all enjoy it
along with some of the old photos.  Wow, where did the time go?  Who knows, I
just might have another redo of the wagon and more years of cruzen, cause I just
cannot let things be.

Above:  Lou’s Dad’s ‘57 Safari in its original condition.  Circa 1961 -62.
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“Our Old Safari”
by Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibetta

Above:  “Pop” and their dog, “Wiskers” with the original car, Circa 1961 - 62.  Below:  The now Dove
Gray Safari with Red Rims.  Lou’s Dad’s new ‘63 Grand Prix. Note exhaust extensions!  Cool - huh!
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“Our Old Safari”
by Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibetta

Above Left:  It was Custom time, Circa 1963, Lou does a “mild de-chroming”.  Above Right:  In front
of their Summer home, Circa 1963-64. Lou paints the ‘57 a lite Gray “Dove”, adds Red Rims and
Blackwall tires.  Below:  Hey, it’s been 12 years, time to strip the “old” car in 1976.  Note:  Working in
front of the same Summer house.
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“Our Old Safari”
by Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibetta

Above:  After the 1976 restoration, the ‘57 is now Red and displayed at the 1981
Springfield, IL POCI Convention.

Above Left:  At the 1974 Wichita Convention, Gill, is seen with his ‘57 Safari.  Above
Right:  Lou and his Dad go to the Somerville car show in Somerville, NJ on May 15,
1976.  There they meet Gill and Tony, (pictured above), who own their ‘57 Safari.  This
starts “the Safari bug” again in Lou.  He later buys this Safari to add to his collection
and of course, modifies and restores it.  That’s for another story.
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“Our Old Safari”
by Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibettaby Lou Calasibetta

Above:  The original ‘57 as it is now.  Shown at the Northeast Classic Car Museum in Norwich, NY, as
part of the “Class of ‘57” display.  Below:  The musuem information plaque.
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Member of the Quarter
Your Name: Victor Dennis Dana

Spouse’s name:   none

Safari(s) Owned:  1 - 1956 Safari, Sandlewood tan and Sun Biege interior, single color Sun Beige
body

When/Where did you acquire your first Safari?  Bought my first 1955 Safari when I was 13
years old in 1968, while living in Arcadia, California

What was your first car?  1939 American Bantam 5 window coupe, powered by a 60HP Ford
Flathead V-8

What was your first Pontiac?   Bronze and cream 1955 Safari

Reason for “collecting” Safaris:  I’ve loved Safari’s for as far back as I can remember.  I’ve owned
four throughout my life.

Reason for joining the Custom Safari:  To reconnect with fellow Safari-holics.  I first joined the
Custom Safari Chapter in the late 1970’s

Favorite Safari Accessory owned:   Toss up between my factory wire wheel covers and a 6-way
power seat

Most Wanted Safari Accessory:   Rear mount power antenna

Do you have “other” Pontiacs? If so, list model and year:  No

What are your favorite non-Pontiac hobbies?  Writing stories

Least favorite car task:   Getting greasy

Most favorite car task:   Detail before a show

Best thing about being a Custom Safari Owner:  Owning a truly unique and stylish station wagon

Favorite non-Safari car:  Cadillac Allante’

Favorite car-related web site:   Etcetera.com

Favorite parts vendor:   California Pontiac Restoration

Best car care tip to share:   30 years ago when I owned a 1956 Continental Mark II, someone
shared a leather care product I have used since.  That product, most everyone uses when cleaning
around the house, is Lemon Pledge!  Simply spray it on, let it sit for about 10 minutes, and buff to a
soft and supple shine.  On the hard to reach areas or around glass, spray Pledge onto a rag and wipe
on, let sit, then buff.  This is the only leather care and interior wood product I have used for years.  It
is also excellent on plastics.
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Custom Safari Key Fobs
by Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Dana

Victor Dana and a friend are creating the
Custom Safari Key Fobs as seen here at the
left.  Each fob has its unique shape that is
associated with the year of the car.  The top
two are representative of the ‘55 and ‘56
door scripts.  The bottom one is representa-
tive of the ‘57 rear quarter panel script.
Soon to be available is the ‘57 Transconti-
nental fob.  These fobs will be custom
orderable in the desired color to best match
your individual Safari color scheme.  They
are made of durable, long-lasting beads of
various colors.  Check out the issue on the
web-site for color versions.  Also, it was
difficult to scan these and get the proper
exposure.  There is a little reflection in
these images which makes it a little hard to
see the contrast.  More to come in upcom-
ing issues.

Answer key to the Safari Word Search
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Safari Tracking Project
I’m writing a special article this month as President because we have a new

member that has instilled a new enthusiasm into me about our Custom Safari’s, and
I hope to spread this energy to our membership and prospective new members.
Victor Dennis Dana is our newest member, just (re)joined in January of 2011.  He
wrote me a 3 page letter this month, stating that he still has a 1956 Safari that he
acquired in 1974 at age 19.  It was the “cover car” of the June 1980 Safari News.

Victor is on a quest to identify as many 1955-1958 Custom Safari’s that still
exist, and compile a directory with data relating to where built, what transmission,
accessories, etc.  He stated that unlike many of us that can’t find time for such
projects, he has time to spare as a “Guest” of the Nevada State Penal System.  I
think it is important to include vehicles that only exist as parts cars or even scrap as
well as those still registered and on the road.  He would appreciate if everyone
could send him information from the data plate and VIN tag. Per his request, for
security, it is best to omit the last digits of the VIN.

Here is what I am providing for mine:
VIN K 756 H xxxxx
Style 56 2764 DF
Body No   4000
Trim        278
Paint        VK
Acc         B

To get Victor started, I found (5) Safari’s for sale on E-bay, and was able to
provide this info on 4 of them, so far.  I hope that all of our members will assist
our newest member in compiling what should turn out to be a great archival of our
1955-1958 Custom Safaris.  All correspondence with Victor needs to be by mail,
since they have no internet access, and follow these rules:

1 Only 10 pages or photos per envelope
2 No stickers or mailing address labels
3 On back of pictures, write “Victor D. Dana 91601
4 Return address hand written, best if club name included (Custom Safari

Club, etc)
Address to:
Victor Dennis Dana 91601
       L.L.C.
1200 Prison Rd.
Lovelock, NV 89419

Here is something to think about. It began with Oakland, and there were no
Pontiacs.  Then came Pontiacs and soon there were no Oaklands.  Then came
station wagons.  Then came Custom Safaris.  And then there were no station
wagons or Custom Safaris, and now there is no Pontiac.  It is our responsibility to
keep and preserve the Custom Safari/Pontiac legacy.  Please assist Victor in his
effort to document these fabulous cars.

Thanks.   Steve
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How I Got my First Safari
“The one that got away”

by Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Dana
In 1968, I was 13 years old and liberated my first Safari from her original owners.

She was a beautiful Bronze and Cream 1955 purchased new from Byron Stout Pontiac,
Topeka Kansas, by Mr. and Mrs. William Meadows.  They bought the Safari shortly before
they moved from Topeka to Arcadia in Southern California, where their daughter, Corby,
and I would later go to school together.

The Meadows’ happily drove the Safari until a new 1961 Lincoln Continental
hardtop followed them home.  Instead of trading in the Safari, they decided to retire her
to their garage with only 44,000 miles and in beautiful condition.  There the Safari rested,
waiting for me.

One sunny day in 1963, when the Safari and I were 8 years old, we saw each
other for the first time.  Usually I rode the bus to and from school, but on this particular
day, walking home school seemed like a good idea.  This was something I had never
done before by myself.  While walking home down Santa Anita Ave., a major street name
after the famous Santa Anita Horse racetrack, the Meadow’s garage door was up, and
the Safari’s 7 chrome tailgate ribs caught my eye.  I stopped in my tracks, not believing
what I was seeing.

As many times as I had been down this street, I’d never seen her before!
Considering the coating of dust, she obviously wasn’t being driven.  Then the “bright” idea
came to me to sneak into the garage for a closer look at this beautiful and elegant station
wagon.  Upon looking her over carefully, I fell in love for the first time.  Now I was a
Pontiac fanatic already and Safari’s were my favorites.  My family owned a 1955 Safari
when I was small and my only memory of it was a picture I had with my dad standing
beside it.  So discovering this Safari was like finding gold.

From that day forward, and continuing on for the next 5 years, I rode my bike, or
walked to and from school at every opportunity.  I was hoping to visit my new friend as
often as possible, which happened at least once a week.  Even while riding with my
parents, if I saw the garage was open, after arriving home, I would rush off on my bike
for another visit with my favorite car.  To further illustrate just how obsessed I became
over this car, when I could, after my chores and homework were done, I would ride the 1
mile to the Meadow’s house only to see if the garage door was up.  The true definition of
a Safariholic to say the least!

One time I asked Corby if she knew why the Safari was in the garage.  She didn’t
know anything about the car or why it was there.  So instead of finding out for myself by
going up to their door and asking her parents about the Safari, my preteen logic told me
to continue with my secret visits with the car I loved so much.  During all this time, it was
always important to me not to touch the car or anything else in the garage for that
matter.  Since the garage was around the corner from the house, I felt safe to continue
my inspections.

When I was 12 years old, some friends of my mom’s were selling their 1956
Dodge Station Wagon.  By following in my dad’s footsteps as a car nut, (they didn’t know
about my secret Safari addition), my parents let me buy the Dodge for $10.00, with the
understanding it was to be sold after I fixed it up, which was agreeable with me.  The
Dodge was my project, but dad assisted me when needed, by guiding me through the
rough spots instead of doing it himself with me watching.  In the Spring of 1968, I sold
the Dodge for my asking price of $125.00.  A lot of money, to be sure, for a 12 year old
kid in 1968.
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How I Got my First Safari
“The one that got away”

by Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Dana

All the while my visits with the Safari continued.  From the time I was 4 years old,
I went to work with my dad on Saturday’s and every vacation.  School just let out for the
Summer of 1968 and I just turned 13 years old.  My dad and I were driving home from
work.  I looked ahead and could see the Safari’s garage door open, my excitement grew,
expecting to get another look at my beloved Safari.  As we came even with the garage, I
was shocked to find the Safari wasn’t in there.  It was gone!  As we passed the house, I
discovered she was hiding behind some tall hedges on the circular driveway opposite the
garage.  After breathing a sigh of relief, the panic set in.  What were they doing with it?
Why I didn’t ask my dad to stop and see about the Safari is still unknown to me.

After we got home, I rode back to find out about the Safari’s fate.  This time I
threw caution to the wind and rode right up their driveway, up to the front door and rang
the doorbell.  This was NOT the time to be shy.  When Mr. Meadows answered the door,
I asked him what he was doing with the Safari.  He said they decided to sell it.  My next
question was, “how much do you want for it?”  His response was for me to make him an
offer.  My reply was that I only had $125.00 cash, would that be enough?  He accepted
my offer, but said he couldn’t sell it to me because of my age.  He would only sell her to
my dad or mom.  Mind you, my parents didn’t even know about this car!

We went out and looked the Safari over.  He told me her history, he let me start
the engine.  It REALLY needed a tune up!  This was the first time I touched the car of
my dreams.  I did tell him about watching it all these years, but left out my trespasses
into the garage.  Discretion is the better part of valor after all!  Upon leaving my name
and phone number, I floated home the happiest kids on earth, knowing my parents would
let me buy her.  The Safari was finally going to be mine!

Over dinner I told my family about the Safari, about watching it for so long, and
with some hesitation, about already setting up the purchase.  With my dad’s approval,
my mom agreed.  After giving the payment to my dad, we left to pick up “My First
Safari”.  We were invited in the Meadows’ home where my dad paid for my Safari.  We
received in exchange, a cash receipt, the ownership certificate and the keys.  After the
transaction was complete, we said goodbye and I led dad over to the Safari so he could
see it for the first time.

It was after dark by then, and as we looked it over, dad asked me if I thought I
could drive it home by myself.  I have a resounding, “YES”.  At 13, I was a very
accomplished driver, thanks to all the practice with my dad over the years.  So while sitting
on the “like new” soft leather seats for the second time, my thought was “It was now
really all mine!”  Our house was one block south on Santa Anita Ave., with the remaining
trip down side streets.  To put it mildly, I felt like a million dollars piloting my very own 1955
Pontiac Safari home.

The following day we relocated the 1953 Buick Skylark that was parked outside my
bedroom window, so the Safari could be parked there.  Mr. Meadows said she was
garaged her whole life.  As I began the tedious, but rewarding, task of detailing her, this
fact became obvious.  As I cleaned, polished, scrubbed, shampooed, and de-spider
webbed her, I could see her real beauty.  She ended up looking and running like new.
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How I Got my First Safari
“The one that got away”

by Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Danaby Victor Dana

My dad and I drove her a couple of times a month.  During one of these outings,
he dropped a bomb on my world.  After owning her for just shy of a year, dad said it was
nearly time to sell my Safari.  No 14 year old boy in history cried more tears than I did
over a car.  I begged, pleaded, bargained, ignored, pouted or cried every time the “sale”
subject came up.  I even tried the age old guilt trip of “You don’t love me if you make me
sell my car.”  That didn’t work either.  My parents didn’t want to store it until I got my
driver’s license.  In my opinion, it was just fine outside my window.  A few months later,
the realization finally set-in; No matter what I said or did, this was not a winnable argu-
ment for me.  Years later, as I thought back on the “sale” experience, their reasoning
probably was that they needed to remind me who was the kid, and who were the par-
ents.  They did give in to me and let me buy it after all.

So after owning the Safari for 15 months, I advertised her for sale in the local
newspaper.  Someone bought her who lived by my school.  The check they gave me had
their old address, which I promptly copied down.  Now being in junior high school, I rode
my bike to school every day.  After school, I reverted back to my age-old habit of hoping
to see the station wagon I‘ve watched for years and owned for such a short time.
Maybe I had “abandonment” or issues with “not letting go”.  One day upon arriving at
their house to see my Safari, it was sitting in their driveway with the whole front end
wrecked.  This was a huge blow to me and I felt as mangled as the car looked.  The next
time was the last time I saw my Safari.  She was being driven down the street by a
stranger with a black front clip.  Several more times I rode by her new home, hoping to
see my old friend, but to no avail.

My high school car was a 1955 Thunderbird my dad and I restored.  After I got
my driver’s license, I paid the people a visit hoping to find my Safari and buy it back.
They said it was sold to the stranger I saw driving it and they didn’t know where it was.
So now she was truly gone.  A large chapter of my life was over.  Now the hunt began to
find another Safari.  As I grew older and had kids of my own, a few things became clear
about my formative years.

For the 15 months my Safari and I spent together, I was the most blessed of kids
for three reasons.  One, my parents loved and trusted me enough to let me buy this
beautiful station wagon.  Something I’m sure most parents wouldn’t let a 13 year old boy
do.  Two, I had the honor and pleasure of buying my first Safari, my hearts longing at
that time.  Three, I was blessed with loving parents and a supportive father who took the
time to put me first and teach me the patience and skills necessary to bring my Safari
back to live-new condition.

So there you have it, the patient, joyous and ultimately sad saga of “How I got
my First Safari - the one that got away”.  My next submission for your reading tells how I
bought my 1956 Safari in 1974 and still own, “The one that didn’t get away!”
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Member Roster
First Name Last Name Address City State Zip Phone #
Tony and Helene Bardelli 109 Stonefield Dr Cranberry TWP PA 16066 724-779-0085
Jim & Sandy Bowers 7924 S. State Rd 61 Monroe City IN 47557 812-743-2949
Lou & Carolyn Brown 102 Morningside Dr Wichita KS 67218 316-685-0540
Thomas Brown 12882 Croftshire Dr Grand Blanc MI 48439 810-955-6811
Lou & Paulette Calasibetta 913 Main St, P.O.Box 46 Stillwater NJ 07875 973-383-7014
Harold & Carol Cary 2315 19th SW Mason City IA 50401 641-424-2663
Robin Clark 7254 San Francisco St Highland CA 92346 909-862-4305
Steve & Andrea Cook 16565 Lancaster Est. Grover MO 63040 636-458-6729
Victor Dennis Dana 91601 1200 Prison Rd Lovelock NV 89419
Dan & Carla Dickey 1591 E. Island Lake Dr Shelton WA 98584 360-426-3156
Noel & Starr Evans #10 Church Hill Rd Washington Depot CT 06794 860-868-7723
Rich & Pam Gabrielson 5762 Bellflower Dr Newark CA 94560 510-794-4334
Bob & Cindi Garacochea 1360 Morningside Way Venice CA 90291 310-396-6830
Daniel Gaudet 220 #1 Stornoway Place Peterborough,ON, Canada K9J8B8 705-749-1907
Susan and James Gestwicki 855 Blackbird Landing Rd Townsend DE 19734 302-653-8010
Larry & Julia Gorden 12501 East Avenue H Lancaster CA 93535 661-946-1646
Paul and Margie Gore 907 Liberal St Dalhart TX 79022 806-333-2597
Michael & Bernice Green 11 Amber Sky Dr Rancho Palos Verdes CA 90275 310-377-6900
Lee Hadley PO Box 427 New Matamoras OH 45767 740-473-2444
Lloyd & Shirley Hahn 6468 Highway 83 Condon MT 59826 406-754-2228
William & Oda Hanners 15168 Sam Snead Lane N. Fort Myers FL 33617 239-543-3510
John & Vickie Hartman 4204 Highland Hills St Bakersfield CA 93308 661-392-7904
Jack Johnson 15525 S. Rolling Ridge Dr Lordes Lake AZ 86333 602-576-6512
John & Sylvia              Kaminsky         1916 Evva Dr               Schenectady              NY        12303   518-356-2851
Wilf & Wendy    Kaszanits         Box 192               Washago, ON,      Canada    LOK2BO 705-689-5900
Tom and Linda    Kelly            5502 Academy Terrace Dr W     University Place WA       98467   253-564-1136
Randy Kerdoon 22287 Mulholland Hwy # 347 Calabasas CA 91302 818-665-9113
Chris & Kathleen Koch 6917 N. Oceanbhore Blvd Palm Coast FL 32137 904-461-8707
Stephen and Lori Lee 404 Greeley St Nashua IA 50658 641-435-4927
Luke & Kathy Miller 11933 County Rd G Caledonia WI 53108 262-835-4767
Marvin Morton 622 Avenue C Redondo Beach CA 90277 310-540-4621
Michael and Suzanne Nible P.O. Box 496 Black Diamond WA 98010 360-886-2089
Jonny Nilsson Strandvagen 25, S-28772 Traryd Sweden 0046-433-62669
Tim & Donna O’Donnell 3421 North El Dorado Dr Long Beach CA 90808 562-430-4925
Gary & Dee Ann Parker 63 Sandstone Dr Spencerport NY 14559 585-352-1293
Mark & Robin Petry 2806 Scarlett Dr Augusta GA 30909 706-736-3392
Ronn & Pat Pittman 1024 S Raddant Rd Batavia IL 60510 630-879-7393
Zach Platt II 6158 2nd Ave South Saint Petersburg FL 33707 727-344-2992
Ray Pose 54 Harrison St Staten Island NY 10304 718-981-7801
Rich & Paige Pye 436 LaDue Rd Brockport NY 14420 585-637-2720
Chris Rogers 1393 Story Rd San Jose CA 95122 408-295-6318
Alan Rogers 1012 NE Shady Lane Kansas City MO 64118 816-436-9008
Bob Shearer 9030 State Rd 46 Mims FL 32754 407-349-3057
Ed and Kathleen Vassar 2830 County Rd. 88C Dunnigan CA 95937 530-724-0154
Ray & Lynn Vickers 800 Echo Lane Farmington NM 87401 505-327-9406
Dennis & Sharen Wagner 16 White Bear Ave S. St. Paul MN 55106 651-731-0061
Jay and Trish Ward 1200 Park Ave Emeryville CA 94608 510-685-1422
Edward                       White  621 Garfield Ave         Heidelberg                 PA        15106   412-445-3858
Jack & Jill White 64 Castle Heights Deep River CT 06417 860-526-9748
Dwight and Nancy Whitmire 3153 Clarks Bridge Rd Gainesville GA 30506 770-532-8124
Kelly and Robin Wood 280 N. 1275 E Layton UT 84040 801-544-9714
Tom Young 204 Acacia Lane Newbury Park CA 91320 805-375-1320
Barry Zalesky 7535 Horrocks St -2nd Flr Philadelphia PA 19152 215-722-3717
Michael and Sandy Zarbolias PO Box 1886 Missoula MT 59806 406-251-2502
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1955 Pontiac Safari:  144K miles, same owner since
1971 averaging less than 2K miles/year. Garage stored
for 14 years. Near all original with very little rust and
only minor dings. Paint almost through to primer from
polishing. Interior fair, no carpeting. Extra parts available.
December, 2010 Old Cars Report Price Guide values a
#3 - 1955 Custom Safari at $26,100. Price is negotiable
but close to guide value.  Contact Louie E. Brown, 316-
685-0540 H, 316-393-9362 C, or L_EBrown@att.net

Safari Search

To place a free ad to sell a car or parts or to place a want ad, send your
request to Rich Pye @rpye@rochester.rr.com.  Your ad should be
related to 1955-58 Pontiacs, and it is recommended to include photos.

Cars for Sale

1957 Safari: Stainless Spear, front of gas door. Trim under the tail lights. Donn Fallenbuchel, (928) 855-5494.
1957 Safari Car Wanted:  If you have any leads on one, please contact Dwight at
dwhitmire3153@charter.net or call cell 770-851-1010 or work 770-531-1010.
1955-56-57 Pontiac station wagon, Exterior Tee handle for liftgate on with as many attached parts as
possible. Steve Cook jumbodog54@sbcglobal.net or 314-795-4700
1957 Pontiac (Any Model):  Air Conditioning components that mount to the engine, brackets, compressor,
condensor, etc.  Don’t need firewall pieces, but interested if part of package deal.  Rich Pye,
rpye@rochester.rr.com or 585-637-2720

Wanted

1957 Pontiac: Front Brake Drums complete with Backing Plates, Shoes, Wheel Cylinders and Wheel
Bearings, $100 each; also Two Radios with Speaker Boxes, one Maroon and one Green, $150 each;
Complete Rear End Differential with 3.23 Gears, $100; 5 Hub Caps Good Condition, $100…… call Bill Hanners
@ 239-543-3510, FL.
1955 Pontiac:  Parting out a 2 door Chieftain.  email Rich Pye @ rpye@rochester.rr.com or phone 585-637-
2720 with needs.

1957: hi comp engine core for rebuilding/parts, includes 4 bbl intake & exhaust manifolds, valve covers,
block, $150. 1958 radiator, last used over 20 years ago, did not leak, $50. Delivery in California may be
possible for costs, otherwise, you pick-up. Tom Young, Newbury Park, CA 805 375-1320
pontiactom@ix.netcom.com

Parts for Sale

1955-1957 Pontiac Safari: Rear upper liftgates.
straightened and triple plated to beautiful fit and
finish. Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back.
Best you will find. Will straighten your liftgate only,
if you prefer to use your own chromer. Also
available rear liftgate gas struts to help open
liftgates after torsion rods are removed. All safari/
nomad interchangeable parts including window
trim. Please call or email. michaelbakotich@ca.rr.com
(310) 528-0482 - Mike

Services
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2011 POCI Convention
July 5-11, 2001
Bowling Green, Ken-
tucky

The Custom Safari Chapter is an official international chapter of the Pontiac Oakland Club, Interna-
tional, Incorporated.  The POCI headquarters address is:  P.O. Box 539 Victor, NY 14564

Annual Dues are $21.00.  Renewals are due January 1st of each year.  New member dues are pro-
rated quarterly from January 1st.  Applicants must be a current member of POCI prior to joining the
chapter. Send payment to Robin Petry.

The Safari News is a quarterly publication produced by the chapter.  Volume 1, Number 1 was
distributed in December of 1993.  A limited number of back issues are available.  Write for further
information.

President: Steve Cook, 16565 Lancaster Est. Dr, Grover, MO  63040
Vice President: Rich Pye, 436 LaDue Rd, Brockport, NY  14420
Secretary/Treasurer: Robin Petry, 2806 Scarlett Dr,  Augusta, GA  30909
Editor: Rich Pye, 436 LaDue Rd, Brockport, NY  14420

Directors:
Eastern Region: Lou Calasibetta, Box 1957, Stillwater, NJ  078775
Central Region: Ronn Pittman, 1024 Raddant, Batavia, IL  60510
Western Region: Ed Vassar, PO Box 171, Dunnigan, CA  95937

For chapter information:  Email: chiefpontiac57@gmail.com

POCI Chapter #10
www.customsafari.org
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