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This is our last issue before the 2015 POCI Convention.
As usual I figure most of us who are attending the convention
are finalizing the touches on your wagons.  It is a never
ending job, keeping our cars safe and up to date, but it’s our
hobby and our cars which we enjoy.  After all what is cooler
than a wagon…

I am always excited to attend our yearly convention.  To
see any new cars, to see improved work or modifications done
to the cars, it keeps us going for more.  I cannot believe it has
been 39 years since my first convention in Media Ohio.  That is
where I met so many of my lifelong friends.  Friends and cars, what is better than
that!  Friendship is a major part of being in the POCI convention . I want to remind
you all that this year our yearly meeting is in Kentucky.  Please take time out to come
to our annual meeting.  Let’s share and experience the safari movement.  That is a
perfect time to provide input to improve our club and support our chapter, bring
friends as anyone who has interest is welcome to attend.

Since I am the current president I want to thank each and every one of you for
your continuous support.  I do believe there will be a motion to elect someone new.
Now is some ones chance to carry the chapter to greater heights. It is a great honor
to have served as president, and I have many great memories, but I feel my ideas
are becoming stale, and it would be wonderful for someone new to serve this
reputable position.

In closing I want to wish each of you a safe journey to Kentucky, I will see you
all in Louisville and enjoy the show.

Sincerely,

Lou Calasibetta

Welcome to then newest "Safarians" who have joined or re-joined our
chapter.
Barry Freeman, Encino CA
Steve and Libby Morris, Shelby NC
Dean and Maureen Nelson, Marysville, KS
Tom Waszak, Martinton, IL
Jay and Joann Ward, Orinda, CA

From the President’s Garage
By Lou CalasibettaBy Lou CalasibettaBy Lou CalasibettaBy Lou CalasibettaBy Lou Calasibetta
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Hello Everyone,

I hope you all are having a great start to the summer and the weather has been holding up in
your area to take your favorite rides out of the garage.  Not too bad here in the Northeast.

It’s convention time again and as always I’m rushing to get this issue out before everyone
heads out to the annual POCI Convention.  Once again I cannot be there due to conflicts with the
soccer tournament I run for our local club.  I even moved the date of our event this year and POCI
followed suit and moved the convention to the same week......ughhhhh.  So, for those going, have a
great time!!

In this issue you’ll find an article from Rich Gabrielson on his adventures in his Trusty Rusty
’55 Safari.  Thanks for the article Rich!  I also included a pre-convention article from 1981.  I add
these for a few reasons.  They have some interesting stories.  I like seeing how things were with the
club 30+ years ago.  I always learn something from them and even add some of the ideas in the
current newsletters.  The ads always make you wonder why you didn’t buy every part you could find
for those prices, (although your salary’s where a lot lower back then as well....).  Finally, I don’t have
much material to write about and they help fill out the issues!!!

The last point above is a hint, in case you missed it.  It doesn’t take much to write a quick
story and include some photos regarding some adventure or event you attended.  So please take a
moment in the future and share something with the rest of the club.  After the convention I hope to
receive a lot of emails with pictures and captions of what you all did and saw.  Send them as soon as
possible so you don’t forget and I get motivated to crank out the next issue.

Finally, I sold my ’55 Safari to member Mike Bakotich.  Mike is the owner of MadMooks.com
and they specialize in tail/lift gate repairs and other 55-57 related parts.  Check out his site and
services.  “Chief” was loaded up on the car trailer and made it’s trip out west a couple of weeks ago.
IMy family and I already miss Chief, but know Mike will take good care of him.  Even with Chief gone
and a little more space in the barn, I still can’t find time to tackle my other project cars.  I don’t even
have a job anymore that takes up my time!!!

I do have a question though for anyone with this experience.  I have put 2 brand new master
cylinders on my wife’s ’69 Firebird and in both cases they leaked where they bolted up to the power
booster.  Other than having 2 lemons could something else be causing this?  I am bolting on the
third one this week, I hope, and really don’t want to be cleaning up after that one as well if I’m
missing something.  In both previous cases I was unable to bleed the brakes and get a solid pedal.
HELP!!!!

Well, gotta fly and get working on the brakes.  Have a great summer and KEEP IN TOUCH!!!!!

Behind the Wheel in the Editor’s Seat
By Rich PyeBy Rich PyeBy Rich PyeBy Rich PyeBy Rich Pye

Rich
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1000 miles in the Rusty 55 Safari
 

Once a year the Central Valley Pontiac club hosts a car show for all GM cars except the Chevy’s.
This gives the guys a chance for a trophy if they don’t own a Chevy I guess.  Anyhow it has been
about 4 or 5 years since we moved that I attended their show, so I decided to give it a go this year.
Unfortunately the Orange Chieftain decided to blow its intake gaskets which left the Rusty Safari as
my other choice to take to this show.

Well I always have bragged that this old car won’t quit running and will go anywhere I point it.
So it seemed it was put up or shut up time.
 

The show always starts on Friday evening with
a free barbecue put on by the club, so I decided
to go down a day early on Thursday just in case
something happened to the car.  It was kind of
warm when I left, but the car was doing its
thing and I rolled right along at 65 to 70 mph.
After going by Redding the weather started
getting warmer and my temperature gauge was
hovering just past the ¾ mark.  I stopped to
refuel at Williams and when I got out of the car
I heard an ominous thumping sound coming
from under the hood and a green puddle
flowing under the car.

I filled it up and pulled over to their water hose
where I cooled the radiator, and after 20

minutes or so topped it off and headed south again.  I have a friend, Ed Vassar, in Dunnigan and had
planned to spend some time with him and then had a reservation as well at a Motel 6 in Dunnigan.
My plan was to spend the night in Dunnigan and drive the rest of the way to Fresno on Friday for the
barbecue.

Well my friend wasn’t home and the
temperature gauge was very close to the H in
just the 30 or so miles from Williams to
Dunnigan, so I checked in early at the Motel 6
since my friend wasn’t even home, and decided
to call it an early day.

While watching the news the weather
report came in predicting even hotter weather
for Friday and Saturday. At this point I was
thinking about turning around because I didn’t
want to hurt my engine, but went to bed
figuring I’d make my mind up in the morning.

Rusty Safari Update
By Rich GabrielsonBy Rich GabrielsonBy Rich GabrielsonBy Rich GabrielsonBy Rich Gabrielson
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I tossed and turned and was wide awake by 1:30 AM and came to the conclusion that the
engine would definitly run cooler at night, so off I went for the rest of the trip to Fresno.  I arrived by
6:00AM and went to the hotel and they let me check in early for a well needed nap. When I got up
there was a Pep Boys store across the street so I went to inquire what they would charge me to
replace the thermostat just in case it was sticking.  I could do it myself, but didn’t want to spill
coolant at the Motel.  They would only work on the car if I let them do a cooling system test to check
the block, radiator and hoses for problems.  I told them it is a 7 lb. system and if their guy blows
something with his pressure tester I wouldn’t be too happy.  It is only a 15 minute job, two 9/16
bolts is all, to replace the thermostat.  They wouldn’t budge for company policy reasons, so I just
walked out of there.

The barbecue was very good and I was lucky enough to share a table with Jim Wangers, the
father of the GTO.  We heard many of his stories about the good old days at Pontiac before the
corporate moguls took over with a lot of bad decisions.  The next day at the show I was placed in
the survivor class with two other cars and I “won” the third place trophy, good thing there wasn’t
four cars there.  It was good to renew some old friendships, some of the guys said they missed my
Duct tape restoration on my rusty roof.

Tom Young, Ed and Vern Vassar were there as well and Tom set up a Custom Safari
information booth to attract new members.  Ed found a 1928 or 29 Pontiac for a total restoration or
yard art, I’m not sure which way he will go with it.

The show wrapped up around 3 o’clock and at 90 degrees I hit highway 99 North.  I decided
to just stay close to the slow lane and run with the trucks and was surprised that the temperature
gauge stayed in the mid range.  As night started to fall I was able to move over and pick up speed
and got home safely a little after 11 PM.  So my trusty rusty Safari served me well again putting a
little over 1000 miles in three days on her odometer despite the warm weather. The biggest
inconvenience was the tailpipe extension fell off somewhere on the way home, and I came home
with all the windows and vents open to dispense the exhaust smell that crept in on me.

Rich Gabrielson

P.S. I’m still fighting the power window
conversion on my “New” Safari trying to get
them to roll all the way up.  Let me know if you
have any advice.

Rusty Safari Update
By Rich GabrielsonBy Rich GabrielsonBy Rich GabrielsonBy Rich GabrielsonBy Rich Gabrielson
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Vintage Article
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Vintage Article
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Vintage Article
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Ed Vassar’s “new” 28 or 29 Pontiac

Vintage Article
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Vintage Article
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Vintage Article
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Vintage Article
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Vintage Article
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Vintage Article
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Safari Search

To place a free ad to sell a car or parts or to place a want ad, send your request to Rich Pye
@rpye@rochester.rr.com.  Your ad should be related to 1955-58 Pontiacs, and it is
recommended to include photos.

1956 Safari: Information needed to how to replace rear leaf springs.  Contact Cary
Birenbaum @ mrpontiac@mindspring.com
1957 Safari: Stainless Spear, front of gas door. Trim under the tail lights. Donn
Fallenbuchel, (928) 855-5494.
1957 Safari Car Wanted:  If you have any leads on one, please contact Dwight at
dwhitmire3153@charter.net or call cell 770-851-1010 or work 770-531-1010.
1955-56-57 Pontiac station wagon, Exterior Tee handle for liftgate on with as many
attached parts as possible. Steve Cook jumbodog54@sbcglobal.net or 314-795-4700
1957 Pontiac (Any Model):  Air Conditioning components that mount to the engine,
brackets, compressor, condensor, etc.  Rich Pye, rpye@rochester.rr.com
1957 Pontiac:  Rust free, stock 14-inch wheel rims, contact Tom Young at
pontiactom@ix.netcom.com
1950-52 Pontiac:  Exterior and Interior Trim, contact Paul Gore

1957 Pontiac: Front Brake Drums complete with Backing Plates, Shoes, Wheel Cylinders
and Wheel Bearings, $100 each; also Two Radios with Speaker Boxes, one Maroon and
one Green, $150 each; Complete Rear End Differential with 3.23 Gears, $100; 5 Hub Caps
Good Condition, $100…… call Bill Hanners @ 239-543-3510, FL.
1955 Pontiac:  Parting out a 2 door Chieftain.  email Rich Pye @ rpye@rochester.rr.com
or phone 585-637-2720 with needs.

1957 Pontiac: NORS rear wheel bearings, new in box, with updated retainer collars.  Pair,
$85 inc. shipping.   1957 Transcontinental:  aluminum side panels & wheel well trim
most pieces available in various conditions.  Sorry, no short rocker molding extensions.  Let
me know your needs.   1958 Pontiac Star Chief: cast chrome door pillar paint divider
moldings, set of 4, fair chrome, $45 set, inc. shipping.   Contact Tom Young at
pontiactom@ix.netcom.com

1955-1957 Pontiac Safari: Rear upper liftgates. straightened and triple plated to beautiful fit and finish.
Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. Best you will find. Will straighten your liftgate only, if you prefer
to use your own chromer. Also available rear liftgate gas struts to help open liftgates after torsion rods are
removed. All safari/nomad interchangeable parts including window trim. Please call or email.
michaelbakotich@ca.rr.com (310) 528-0482 - Mike

Cars for Sale

Services

Parts for Sale

Wanted

None

1955 Pontiac:  OEM side view mirror (#519802) ? and a OEM Non-Glare rear view mirror (#521170 or
#988647) ? for a '55 Safari. Not sure about the correct part #'s. NOS is not necessary but would like to find
something in good to very good condition with minimal pitting.

FOR SALE: Four 15” Rally 2 rims (5 x4 3/4 bolt pattern). Rims restored. Includes center caps and lug nuts.
Includes four mounted like new tires. Two are 225.60R.15 and two are 235.70R.15. Asking $550 or best.
Will consider separating them. Please contact Rick at 401-934-0663 or frdigi@cox.net.
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The Custom Safari Chapter is an official international chapter of the Pontiac Oakland Club, International, Incorporated.
The POCI headquarters address is:  P.O. Box 539 Victor, NY 14564

Annual Dues are $21.00.  Renewals are due January 1st of each year.  New member dues are pro-rated quarterly from
January 1st.  Applicants must be a current member of POCI prior to joining the chapter. Send payment to Robin Petry.

The Safari News is a quarterly publication produced by the chapter.  Volume 1, Number 1 was distributed in December
of 1993.  A limited number of back issues are available.  Write for further information.

President: Tom Young, 204 Acacia Lane, Newbury Park, CA  91320
Vice President: Rich Pye, 436 LaDue Rd, Brockport, NY  14420
Secretary/Treasurer: Robin Petry, 2806 Scarlett Dr,  Augusta, GA  30909
Editor: Rich Pye, 436 LaDue Rd, Brockport, NY  14420

Directors:
Eastern Region: Lou Calasibetta, Box 1957, Stillwater, NJ  078775
Central Region: Ronn Pittman, 1024 Raddant, Batavia, IL  60510
Western Region: Ed Vassar, PO Box 171, Dunnigan, CA  95937

For chapter information:  Email: chiefpontiac57@gmail.com

POCI Chapter #10
www.customsafari.org


