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From the Prez’'s Garage

By Steve Cook

Spring has sprung! (Editor’s Note: Thanks to me being late with the newsletter, so
has summer!!). | hope everyone has survived the winter in good health and spirit. Here in
Missouri we had some weather events of a lifetime. | was trout fishing in March without a
shirt and got sunburned, and then later, at Easter time we had an ice storm that collapsed
docks and sunk or damaged millions of dollars worth of boats. (I had my shirt back on by
then).

I hope to hear a round of applause for Robin, our treasurer, for the excellent effort
she put into ““encouraging”™ all of us to vote in the recent directors election and proclaiming
the Safari Chapter as our Party affiliation. If everyone did as instructed, it should reap a

Since the Safari Chapter is a specialty chapter, | think all of us look forward to the
national convention and gathering together to visit old friends and make new with similar
interests. | hope many of you are planning to attend the convention in Tulsa this summer.
Andrea and | are looking forward to attending. We are driving the 63 Grand Prix there
from our home in Grover, Mo., leaving Tuesday morning at 8 or 9 AM. If your journey to
Tulsa takes you thru Missouri on Interstate 44, keep an eye open for the aquamarine '63
traveling southwest.

While attending the convention, | hope everyone can attend the Custom Safari
Chapter meeting. It will be held on Wed., July 11, from 8:30 AM-10:00 AM in ““Directors
Row # 3.

I would also like to remind everyone about the Safari Chapter mini show at the
convention. We need to all gather Sat. July 14 at the Popular Vote Show for a group photo
and to pick our favorite Custom Safari in attendance. It has been custom to meet at the site
of the Custom Safari Class at 12 noon. The chosen winner will receive a “Best Safari 2007
“ award plaque and have (their) name added to the traveling trophy.

The traditional Safari Breakfast Cruise has been changed this year to a “dinner
cruise”. | hope we can get everyone in the Custom Safari Chapter to participate. Friday
nite has no planned dinner so you have no excuses. The group will cruise from the
convention site at 5 PM to Freddies Steakhouse in Sapulpa, OK. This is a 15-20 minute
commute, maybe a little more with rush-hour traffic. Freddies is a unique, memorable, but
casual dining experience. Prices range from $9.89 to $20.99 for a steak, seafood, or BAR-
B-Que dinner that includes side orders of Houmas, relish dish, Tabouly, Cabbage Roll, BBQ
ribs & smoked bologna, dinner salad, baked potato, and Texas Toast. What’s Tabouly you
ask? Come along and find out!!!!  Freddies owner will have a special area on the asphalt
parking lot divided off just for the old cars, so run what ya’ brung. P.S. - By the time we
eat, shoot-the-bull, and cruise back, the timing will be just right for the Indian Pow-Wow
Parking lot Party at 8 PM.

My hat is off again to Rich Pye for that last Safari Newsletter. That was awesome
Rich. Keep up the good work, you are doing a fantastic job as Editor and the newsletter
looks great.

All members please- send Rich stuff for the newsletter. Write about your car, your
family, how to reattach a finger lost in the fanbelt , ANYTHING, just give him some help.

Thanks,
Steve Cook, “The Prez”.




Behind the Wheel in the Editor’s Seat

By Rich Pye

Hello Everyone,

Again | am sending out the latest belated issue of the Safari News. Please tell me, if
you know, how do you find time to work on restoration projects, go to work, attend kids’
sporting and school events, and put out a 16 page quarterly newsletter? | think | know, you
wait until the last possible minute and crank it out. Hopefully, my haste won’t produce waste!

So, I’'m working on my 69 GTO, ever so slowly, trying to finish the bodywork and get
it ready to be painted. An hour or two, maybe three a week, with a buddy, doesn’t yield much
progress. However, we have been able to drink enough beer and tell stories about how we
have no time. Hummmm maybe there’s a problem there! Anyhow, I get a call from a
museum about needing a ’57 Pontiac to show in a Class of ’57 display for a year, not too
awfully far from my house.

Well, | started thinking. If I could only get that *57 Safari presentable | could make
room in my barn and actually get more done. So | sheepishly offer up a ““back row” display
car that I’'m willing to redirect efforts on to get ready in a month. The guy on the other end of
the phone, says to send pictures and he’ll bring it up to the board of directors at the next
meeting. So | rush out to the barn, (getting more excited about the space opportunity idea),
snap off a few digital pictures, and email them immediately. | eagerly wait for a reply, one
week goes by, two weeks go by. | follow up with a last chance email and phone call, since |
still have to rub the thing out and paint the driver’s side fender, etc. I’m told the board didn’t
have a quorum, wait until next week. Guess what, no call yet.

So the moral of the story....build a bigger barn!! 1 actually did get the fender
sandblasted, banged out, and primed. | still have some finishing work and painting to do on
the fender and wet sanding and rubbing out on the oxidized paint on the rest of the car, but
there’s hope and initiative now. | just cant steal too much time from the GTO. In the meantime
my wife’s ’69 Firebird decides to blow the master cylinder the morning of its vehicle
inspection, so | have to run around to find one of those, (hoping I’d find one that looked like
the original one... no chance). That takes an extra week of my time, since | couldn’t bleed the
brakes with one foot on the pedal and one arm hanging out the window to turn the rear
bleeder screw. Did I mention | don’t have much help either??

Enough of my blues. So the major Safari News dilemma now is do we go with the
larger format in black and white (like this issue) or the smaller format in color (like the last
issue). That debate will be up for grabs at the CSC Annual Meeting at the 2007 POCI
Convention. If you have an opinion either way and are not attending the convention, drop me
an email and I’ll collect the input. | have received some input that the smaller issue is hard to
read. | could make adjustments there to compensate. Either way the color issues are always
found on the chapter website and can be printed out at home if desired.

I have one favor to ask of people going to the convention. Please take lots of pictures
and email me some for the next issue. You can also send a CD, so | get the best resolution of

the images. | can’t make it this year and hope that next
year’s will be somewhere closer to the East Coast to better
fit into my busy schedule.

Enough for now. Have a great summer and keep in

touch!

Paasiias's flais for srasssbead srling mas nover cuore sviddest Rich
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2007 Convention Update

NEW FIRE EXTINGUISHER RULES.....PLEASE READ!!!!

ALL POCI Members please read this carefully....... If you are bringing a Pontiac to Tulsa for
the show, the rules have changed on fire extinguisher. According to the newest 2007 Judging
manual page 9, Section IXE. 1. “The minimum requirement is a U/L 10-B:C fire extinguisher.
*(This has changed since 2006 when the minimum WAS U/L 5 B:C.)* The preferred fire
extinguisher isa U/L 10-B:C or 2 1/2 Ib. Dry Chemical, DOT 2-Q or Halotron replacing Halon.

Check your extinguisher. This change is NEW, this is a stiffer requirement than previously
needed. | just caught this while reading the rules, and I am trying to save a lot of folks some last
minute grief. Spread the word!!! Steve Cook

35th Annual POCI Convention

July 10-14, 2007 Tulsa, OK

Registration Fee: $40.00 (Check/Money Order/Cash Only — Non-Refundable)
(Sorry, no credit card payments accepted)

Make Registration Check/Money Order Payable to:
Indian Nations POCI 2007 Convention

Mail to: Indian Nations POCI 2007 Convention
Attn: Registration
P.O. Box 33058
Tulsa, OK 74153-1058




New Member Safaris

Above: New member Doug Kline purchased this ‘55 Safari on eBay. | hope there’s a follow
up story of how that went down in the near future.
Below: New member Jay Ward’s ‘57. It’s an original Limefire/ Seacrest Green car with PS,

PB, and leather interior--The most difficult piece he’s missing is the entire upper liftgate,
almost everything else is there.




Persistence Pays Off

by Steve Cook

This is the story of how Andrea and | became Safari owners. For many years, |
have admired and wanted a 55-56-57 2 Dr Safari. | didn’t want to spend $20,000 for a
showable car that just needed wax, nor did I want a junkyard basket case. So | kept one
eye open for ““the deal™.

I chased many leads, came close on several junkyard builders, got disappointed on
a nice 57 4 door Safari, (good cars, but 2 doors too many), just missed a Canadian ’56
GMC sedan delivery on a mistaken lead, and finally got lucky in Aug. 2002. | found our
’56 Safari in the Cars For Sale of Aug, 2002 Smoke Signals. The car looked decent and
the ad read ** 56 Safari, 2 door wagon, fair condition, needs resto, motor runs, must sell
$4500 obo Ken™. I’'m in Grover, MO., and the car was in Detroit, MIl. This was great
since we were headed for our vacation in MI. the following week!

My plan was to take the truck with trailer on vacation and bring home a souvenir
Safari! | immediately started calling “Ken’” at the number listed. | was given a new
excuse on each of a dozen calls. ““He’s not here now, he’s not available now, you need to
talk to my Mom, you need to talk to my Dad, you need to talk to my husband, you need to
talk to *“Crispin” and he’s at the Moose Lodge right now, call later because Crispin is
sleeping. Needless to say, we went on vacation without the trailer.

On my 4th day of vacation, call #13, | was told, ““you really need to talk to Crispin
and he’s at the Moose Lodge”. | said fine, give me a number. She did and | reached
Crispin. 1 told him I needed to talk to Ken. Crispin was irritated and asked, ““how did
you get my number, and how do you know Ken?”” | told him of the ad and there was
silence. Crispin solemnly said “my brother Ken died 6 weeks ago and must have placed
the ad for me from his death bed. I inherited the car and will honor the ad. Now |
understand why the title was signed by him, I knew nothing of the ad.”

Long story short, we drove to across Michigan to Detroit (3 hrs), bought the car,
drove back to Grover, MO.(8 hrs), picked up the trailer, drove back to Detroit (8 hrs),
loaded the Safari, and returned home (8 hrs). 1 really feel that we EARNED this car! The
car was really nice, so | gave full asking price. Crispin was so happy that he said ““ take
any of this car cr _ p you want to haul, I need to clean out Ken’s garage for his girlfriend
and none of this stuff interests me™. So with the deal, I also got 2 engine stands (1 was 4
wheeled fold up still new in the box), 8 Corvette Rally wheels, 4 Camaro Rally wheels, 12
rally trim rings, 12 Rally center caps, 2 sets of 56 hubcaps, 2 BOP Turbo 400 trannys,
bags (with receipts) of new clamps, bulbs, screws, etc., and enough miscellaneous hubcaps
to fill the Safari cargo area. My poor 1/2 ton pickup dragged its tail all the way home!

A cool PS to the story is that on the road home, we passed a 1956 Cadillac
(Eisenhardt & Hess) woody station wagon and stared in awe as we passed. At the next
opportunity, the Caddy passed us and stared in awe at our 1956 Safari!

(Editor’s Note: Steve has promised some pictures and a follow on story. Stay Tuned!)




CAR & PARTS Article from October, 2006

Eric Lawrence i the editor of the Rloot Boak G Vinlue Gudde, 2m industny
standzrd reference for the values of collectible 2nd exctic automaobilkes.

BY ERIC LAWRENCE B (HEVROLETS AND PONTIACS WERE COMPLETELY
RESTYLED FOR 1955. THEY KEPT THE SAME BASIC SHAPE, WITH A FEW MODIFICATIONS,
UNTIL 1957, AND THAT THREE-YEAR PERIOD IS VIEWED BY MANY COLLECTORS A5 THE
GOLDEN AGE OF AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE DESIGH. CHEVROLET AND PONTIAC PRODUCED
MANY BEAUTIFUL CARS DURING THAT TIME PERIOD, BUT TWO MODELS THAT HOLD
A SPECIAL PLACE IN THE GM PANTHEDN ARE THE CHEVROLET NOMAD AND PONTIAC
SAFARI, BOTH HIGH-END, CUSTOM TWO-DOOR STATION WAGONS.

Although keaury station wagons wanen
unbagard of &t the time, Weury two-door
staticin wedons wang prathy unusual = micst
two-door wagons were stripped  down
handyman specials sold to tradesmen,
Hem's a cuick Bit of trivia for your The
Momad end Safan ware the most exgpenshe
offerngs in their respective lineups from
1055-'57. Bet you thought it was the Ba
BirrStar Chiel comvertible, didn't you?

Mow lets ook al what made Normads
and Salars differsent from otherwagons. As
=aid, thay were two-doors, but the doors
were ¢ustom “hardtopfconvertible” shie
dioors that didn't have a frarme areund the
winckw like other wagons did. Their "B
pillars, the vertical suppart just ta the rear

of the front window glass, wam slarted
forvand, giving them a sporty appearance.
The taligate and rear window wena also
forward slanting, and the near side glass
featured & unique wreparound  design,
Thare ama many other small diffarances,
and yes, there was soma variation year o
year, but these are the basics.

MNeww for & ouick year identification
guide, Nomads are based on Bel Airs;
1855 modsl rear quariers am devoid
of any chrome trim, 1956 modals have
a spesr running down the side, and
1957 miodels grew fins and heve a large
brushed aluminum triangular b e
an their rear quarters. Sefans, eithough
besed on Chiaftain mechanicaks, have top

| 4ooon
15000

| 300081

1957 Chewrod et Momad ard Portiag Saland |
4 BEH] '

25000
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|
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of the line Star Chied evel apponiments.
The 19656 modsals have a horzontal frim
atrip thet runs from the fear of the car to
ther driver's door. The 1956 modals hive
a trim strip running from the front of the
car anout hetfway down the side, whaerne
it stops about eighteen inches short of 2
karges plece of trim coming forward fram
tha rear. The 1957 models hawve a largs
1rirn “spear” running from the rear of the
car up past the ront wheel Once again,
thege are the basics, and thare ars many
othar diffarences from year bo year,

The Market

With 1855-"57 Chevys and Fontiacs,
thare's @ definite pecking ondar when it
comes down to value, The 1957 models
ane worth the most, 18553 run about free
to ten percent less, and 1956 modals
gre gbout five to ten parcant less than
the "EEs, All that being sald, its entirely
possible that & paricular 1955 maodal will
ba worth more than @ 1957, and & 1055
can he worth mone than a 1955 « it all
comas down bo exactly what the buyer
Is looking for. Right now, 1955 Nomads
are saling for right arcund 540,000 in
geod  condition, with excellent cars
bringing upwards of $75,000. The 1985
models are around $35,000-337,500 in
good conditicn, with great cnas pushing
$70,000, Look for 1957 Momads to
start at $45,000 for a nice car, and top
out around $80.000. Cars with ariginal
high-performance engines can be worth
several thousard dollars more, as can
true show quelity cars, Although Nomad
production was roughly twice that of
its Pontlac sibling, Safaris are typicaly
velued around 10,000 lass then a
comparable Momad, In spita of their
relative rarity and slightly more upscale
appointments. ]




Check out the Prices from a 1978
Issue of Safari News!!
Oh Wouldn't it Be Nice if These Were..

the parts counter FOR SMLE: '56 Safari, beautiful black lacquer,

liamond tufted arior, Chryaler wins whesls,
R 1 N . ptook running gear, Callf. car, ne ruse, Do
L nkowrs i, Galil JGreEen Wal lay Road,
55303 Fmy (B12} TRI-271° [Ed. , Dxvan ¥
advartiaed in lemnings, thooght mayvbe
chapter might ba Intareated; =sse Degepber 77
1zsue of Safarl Hewa far phakno)

FOR BARLE: MHOS 5%5-57 Pontias Farts 5& Frant
Master Grille Guard set/$50; 5556 LA Rear Wing
Guard/5Ld; 55-546 Front Mastay Suard ceoss bar/
%18) 55 or 56 mafari cutalda sunwlsor 555

5& Standard Head Oxmament/Fll; 50 “omtiact e
acElpb B8R 50; S5-57 courtesy lanp package
5%-5T7 door edge guards 56,503 57 Full whea
covers [2-HOS/2-ased] /531, All parts shipped
postpaid. Jo= Wheat, B

buaegh, Fh. 15205

'56 Safari, black orlgin
Ealr oomeditiomn, H10E0

' L ERl, Fultom, IL. E12%
i 2647

i Pradfazd aAva.; Pltcs-

FUH SALE: 56 Safari, rust

nisiils digbrilaear, S12040,

1 B 55-57 Pontlas Parts & AOOCSSOTIES. i . i -
Kallspell, M. 50601 PN (4065 T

of wour car, and
parts B's if knowm. 8 vast. Kuart Es=lesy, an Sokol knows of a 56 Eafard |
EE, Tewa Falls, Towa 1la%n " anyone inter 1 oan oontact

; : cad, BEingraosd, M, J. 07
FOR SALE: HWOE Btars for 'S5 Safari, Part
AS1BG0E.  Shelf worm & little, '"'I_ HL I":_'I H Aoother "56 Safard For aale in Traversas ©F
have thres - 510, Steye Cory, 316 W 30Ch Ot., Mighigan, cantact Bom Pulaang, L1401 &
Ft, Laoderdals, FL. 33311 PH: [305) S64-413T7 it o e e =
waderdal e L] —uH= wWorth, IL iy [Bd. . they won't let ya
boErow bhe stesl truck again, huh Ba .|'
WHETED 1 Any perwar atearitg eagoipsent for "56 - s
Safari, al=ms Front bampsar B gqrill HOE?
feava Dala, PO Box 02429, Portland, OR. 97302
PH: (503 ZIE=H5H] &&

WARTED @ Ay 1 s e or deluxs opticnal

; -.-|;IIII:|. Cor Ela 2y Bafarli. Stewe Serpa,
! St., San Rafael, Th. 94501

PH: {415) 45%-1018 L

WANTED: Froot Coll Spricgs, womm gear for
a1 box, ash tray wck of fromt seat,
==at kilok panels (2 est=)] for Dottom out=
g0 wrap arcand pan=l for both Eront
ge=at back corners for - Hr. David Clark,
L1613h Eings Road, Lessville, L. rlqae =T

safari for sale

POl SALE "20 Hafarl, runs wsll, rast free,

you Finish restoration; $1250, Dennis Tiernoey,
FRl;, Box 34, Jmage, Iowa S04461 FH: {5151 732-
44460

FOR SALE: 'EE Bafaril, unrestored Heaveda car,

colplets with factory adr, alackric asate, eto. d ha bo h

v omar car for 510040 firn. Tom Tuckar, 5516 Wuﬂm' ve ug 1: a
ipsy Ava., La= Vegas, HV. 83107 PH: [70Z2]

H70- 3700

FUOIR Ef + 'S5 Bafari, PSS, PR, PAnt, 9% reptored

I ) -
$1,500. DH: (612} 445-5245 Minn O r-ll IaC




“Safari for a Safari”

By Ron Fulsang
(Reprinted by permission from the lllinois Chapter Newsletter, May 1978)

| had been looking for a 1955-57 Safari, but did not try too hard. | had been put back on third
shift at work and this put a real crimp on going to the drag strip on Sunday morning. It was real hard
to load my pickup with tools and miscellaneous items, hook up the trailer and load the race car, “Pure
Pontiac”, with no sleep.

| had mentioned to my wife, Maria, that | would like to restore a Safari. Her first question was
“What's a Safari?” (Wife's note: | have since learned). So an explanation followed. Her next answer
OK, but something has to go. So, knowing that | wanted the Safari, and Maria didn’t really care for
watching me race (holding her heart in her hand to keep it pumping every time | went down the strip,
good ol’ “Pure Pontiac” had to go. It was fun, but expensive. (Editor's Note: Restoring Isn't
Expensive?)

Afriend of mine from Tri-Chevy, Rodney Brockman, told me about a nice Safari he had seen in
Oklahoma on his way back from California. | made a few phone calls and hooked up the trailer and
told my brother-in-law we were taking his tractor down to his new farm near Springfield, Missouri, on
Friday. On Saturday, we located the Safari in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. The license plates were from
1968 and it really looked rough, but very restorable with many options. It satin a field surrounded by
about 50 different '55-'57 Chevys. (Editor's Note: Only one good car out of 51!)

My brother-in-law and | loaded it on the trailer and headed back to his farm. It took us 5 hours
to go back 150 miles. The Safari alone weighed more than the pickup did and the trailer was also very

heavy. It was just too much weight for the truck to pull.

Back at the farm in Missouri we unloaded the treasure and headed for home without the
Safari. Two weeks later a friend and | went back down to the farm in one of those narrow-cab steel
hauling trucks—the type with the racks that pass by the door and only one seat, and that’s for the
driver. We took turns driving and sleeping, sometimes on each other’s shoulders. Finally we made it
down to the farm.

Now came the problem. How do you make 3700 pounds of car jump four feet? Ittook a
couple of hours, but we found a place where the road was high and the field low. We dug holes for the
rear wheels to drop into to help lower the truck. It worked great. Now the Safari only had to jump one
foot!

We made some ramps from 2x8’s and hooked all the load chains together. We hooked the
Safari to the tractor with the chain running across the bed of the truck to the tractor out in front of it.
The Safari rolled right up on the truck and we were ready to go.

On the way back near St. Louis, we needed gas and could not find any. We were almost out
when we finally found an open gas station. The tank held 21 gallons and we put in 20. Well, off we
went again until the fuel filter plugged up because we picked up the junk from the bottom of the tank.
We finally made it back home and unloaded the car at a nearby gas station with a drive-on lift.

When | got it to its new home, all Maria said was, “You went to Oklahoma for this piece of
tin?” Well, soon the “Tin Indian” will be looking as good as it did in 1956.




Rambling Down Memory Lane.......

by Dan Dickey

My wife and | attended the “Custom Safari Meeting” at the Ontario Convention last year and joined
the chapter shortly after. | have enclosed a couple of articles related to Safaris. The first article is from
“Pontiac Enthusiast” magazine. | misplaced the magazine issue, but I believe it is from a 2004 copy. Pictured
in the article is our ’55 Safari (Ed note: along with Noel and Starr Evans’ ’57 and Gary Parker’s *55).

The second article is from a magazine that was included in a bunch of magazines that I bought from a
widow lady. Was I surprised to find a Pontiac type magazine in the middle of a bunch of Street Rod
magazines. The magazine isa “Consumer Guide Auto Series” from 1983, a bimonthly guide publication titled
“Super Performance Pontiac”. It is such as special issue with many older Pontiac stories: Knudsen & Estes
on the ’57, DeLorean and the GTO, and more on Pontiac racing. The one line in the article that really caught
my attention is where only 10% of the Safari’s produced still exist. No, not today, the article was from 1983,
twenty-four years ago.

I’ll give you a little background about myself. My father was a Pontiac dealer here in a small town in
Washington State. | grew up in the dealership garage. When | was nine years old, | was given a miniature *56
Pontiac Convertible , which I still have the fiberglass body for. Itis 72” long by 24” wide and 15” high and
was powered by a car starter motor and twelve volt car battery with a reverser control to reverse the starter
motor. | still have all the controls and starter motor.

I went through the GTO days. | had a brand new '64 GTO, Tri-Power, 4-speed, when | was
seventeen. What color should a GTO Tiger be? A 1956 Packard Naples “orange” with white interior. | liked it
so much that | ordered a ’65 exactly like it. | took a white ’65 GTO off the showroom floor for a few months in
the fall of *64 while we waited through the GM workers strike. The white GTO at the end of November, 1964
was the only unsold GTO of all the dealers in the “Portland Zone”, which dad’s dealership in Washington was
a part of. Dad got a good high price for that car even through | had put 5000 miles on it in the first two
months.

The orange ’65 came in the first of January, 1965. | drove it for nine months and put 46,000 miles on
it, (Editor’s Note: Dan did you mean 4600 miles, let me know and I’ll clue everyone in the next issue). 1965
was the first year that dad was recognized from GM Pontiac for selling a hundred cars that year. He said | had
a contribution toward that with me driving my GTQ’s. | had two *68 GTO’s with the Ram Air 111 motors, close
ratio 4-speeds, and 4:33 rear-ends. | have four first place trophies in D-Stock with the second of the two. |
had seven hundred miles on the first one in two weeks when dad sold it out from under me. That’s what he
was in the business to do. My last GTO was a 1970 with a Ram Air 455. | had it then for four years before |
bought a new *74 El Camino. Dad sold his dealership in 1972,

Thank you for letting me ramble on down memory lane. | have so many good memories of growing
up in the dealership. From some of the greatest people that were dad’s customers, to the most unique cars
that could be ordered. | got quite creative with a few order forms myself.

The Safari wagon that we have is a car that was special ordered for a customer from dad’s dealership.
It was special ordered for a man in Olympia. We are the fourth owners and we feel like we brought the car
back home. We have had it for nine years now. It is still original with the original paint and original cloth
interior, yes cloth interior. The original owner that ordered the car did not want leather. The cloth still has the
plastic seat covers that were put on new.

I fell in love with the Nomads in my early twenties and told myself that | am going to find a Safari
wagon in my color. | never dreamed that | would own one that originally was sold from my dad’s dealership.

(Editor’s Note: Dan Dickey has submitted some interesting information that I’ve shared in the last 2
issues. Last issue it was the “Pontiac Enthusiast” article regarding Safaris that included pictures of 3 of our
chapter member cars from the Joplin Convention a couple of years ago. This issue includes the “Consumer
Guide” article listed in Dan’s note above. | want to thank Dan for his articles and the story above, which I’'m

sharing with the chapter since it’s a great recollection of growing up in a Pontiac family)




Consumer Guide Auto Series, 1983

1955-57
Safari:
Pontiac’s
Hot Hauler

hen it comes to high-performans: cars, station

wagons are non-starters. You'll never catch an
enthusinst inoneof haee, onles it's a ourrent-model
eponabox wsed for daily transportation and nothing
more. Harely do swch mundans expressions of
warkaday life appear on showgrounds ar dragsirips,
with ore exceplion: the Chevrolat Nemad and
Pontiae Baferi “hardiop wagons' of 1965667

Taday wou can't touch a good Momad and precious
fow Safaris for much less than 37500 unleas you're
preparved to do a restoration. There's p good reason:
demand simply cverwhelms the supply, Even in its
day the Safari was uncommmon, nmounting to no more
than two percent of Pontiae wagon production. The
division built only 3760 of the 1955 models, 4042 for
i, and 1252 of the "57s (excluding the conventional
four-doors and a two-door Chieftain wagon also
called Safuril. There can't be more than a thoosand
atill in exigteniee, Unigue styling coupled with the
high-performance goodies already described made
this a wery special car,

The genesis for the Safuri and Nomad was a very
pretiy and lnnovative styling exercise derived from
the then recently introduced Corvette. Supervised by
Harley Earl, vice-president for siyling, this sporty
hardtop-inspited wigon wias lirst displayed at the
1854 GM Motorama. It signalled the arrival of more
stylish and lnxurinus production wagons to replacs
the utilitarian steel containers of the early postwar
YEAFE,

Todny's callectors are less coneerned with the
Safari's historical significance than with its basic
appanl as pn automabile, And they're hard put to fnd
a better-looking station wagon from aryera, let alone
ane with Motornma heritage, high roadworthinesa,
decent e , Ereat nea, & consistent
incTaase inm& rendy-made collector clubs, and an

COMSUMER GUIDE® 3

1855 Slar Chiel Custom Sofeel horddop wapon

im%nwjna parts situntion

‘he priginal Mamad ahow car wag built on s 1853
Chevrolet etation wagnn chassiz, and had Corvette
front- and rear-end styling topped by a distinctively
shaped greenhouse. The ensemble tastelfully
combined styling elements of the two body types that
together accounted for a third of new-car sales in the
‘Gl the station wagon and the pillarless hardtop
coupe, The Nomad was immedintely recognizalble for
itz hardiop-style front window frames, wide B-pillar
and thin inrward-sloping rear pillars, wrapped rear
side glasa, and fluted roof. The roof styling was
mainly the wark of Carl Renner, and it impressed
Ear] g0 much that at the last minute he ordered it
adapted for the bywer body of the all-new 'G5
Chevralet. This became the production Chevy
Momupd. At first, this car was to be Chevrolet's alone,
bt as Renmer recalled:; "Pontine hnd nchanee to have
something new nlso . . . Lremember, Chevrolot didn'c
like that: Cheveolet always wanted things
axclusively, However, management wantesd it for the
Pontiac line, too, so it worked out.”

Pantiac npplied the Momad treatmment to its "66
atyling from the cowl hack, hot despite appearances
the Safari shored precious Litile shestmetal with
viher body atyles, Drivetraing, of course, were
shared, and designers retained what stock
componenta they conld: windshizld and ventwings
from the hardiop and convertible, foorpans from the
two-door wagon, inner door panels from the hardtops,
plus minor trim, tnillights, and suwch. Pontiacs
assigrument was to build a larger and heavier, more
powarful, lnxurious, and expensive wagon than the
Moamad, even though both models would haone ta
share the GM A-body, Thus, the list price for the V-8
Momad (you could order a sk, though few did) was
£2571, while the Bafari started at 1047, The Safari
cama with standard V-8 and Hydra-hMatie, bat it=
wirbual sticker price usually approached 4000 with
the addition of a few aptions. This put it at the high
end of & station wagon price spectrum with some 50
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entries, ranging from the 81869 Rambler Super
Suburban two-door to the $4200 Chryaler New
Yorker Town & Country.

As with the Momsd, most everybody liked the
Safart's styling at the time. Walt Woron deseribed it
as "a portent of the fofure with its leaning forward”
look.” Theugh considerably different from the
Nomad in appearance, the Safari wos actually the
sivime from the beltline up; inner wheelhousings,
glass=, doors, roof, and tailgate were all identical. The
rear quarters and faorpan, however, wors
excluzively Pontiac, mainly because the Safari rodea
longer 122-inch wheelbase against the Nomed's 115,

A ELD) price difference wasa igane in 1955, bat it
giave Bafarl a big edge in luxury over the Nomad.
While the Chevy had vinyl upholstery, for example,
thie Pontise's seats were covered in leather. The
Nomad's rear corge area was covered with linobeam;
the Safari's was carpeted, Initially the Safari’s rear
geat had a different folding arrangement and was
lnrger and more comboriable, buk for 1956-57T its renr
aeat was interchangeable with Momad's.

The Safari wes pretiy fast for a station wagon,
thowgh not in the spme league with the lighter hot
Pontiacs, Typieal 0-60 mph thmes were arvumd 13
geconds with fhe 200-bhp engine option. The Safari
followed the rest of the line in styling and mechanical
revisions for 1956-57. The last models were probably
the best from the performance standpoint becanse aof
Pomtiac's newly enlarged 347-cid V-8 offering up 270
by or 200350 wia Tri-Power. "Fontine is oo longer
grandma’s car, because we don't think granny could
stand the acceleration built into this torpedo without
Blacking out,” wrote Tom MoCahill “[If you] put your
cigar out the window, friction will ignite it
instantly . . . You'll be doing zero to sixty before you
can vell ‘op

Comparisons betwesn the Safari and Momad are
inevitable but interesting. Deapite their common
design root, therd renlly is s great diffevénce betwoan
the twa cars, sspecially on the rosd. Engine options,
for instance, give the two cars approximately squal
power-to-weight ratios. The Pontiac 280-bhp engine
give the 57 Safari about 13:1 pounds per horsepower,
Chevrolet's lop engine that year was the 2E83-hhp,
2B3-cid fuelie, which gave the Nomad a similar
figure, Meither of these engines, however, was
comemon in the wagons, More typical would be &
270-bhp Safari (14:1) and n 250-bhp Momed {almaost
identical). Engine for engine, there was no on-paper
performunce advantage for either car, Meither was
there an advantage ngninst the watch, model year for
model year, For instance, we tested o 1956 Safari
with the brse 227-bhp Star Chief V-3 against a '56
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Momad equipped the hise 162-bhp Chevy V.8, We
found peceleration tmes and Lop speed virtually the
BAIME,

M, the real contrasis come in areas other than
pff-the-line pickup. The Pontiac definitely his the
mipre sparting ride for example. It slamas itself down
on the road, letting the cceupanis know all about
surfsce conditions constantly through the seats of
their panta. By comparison the Nomad seems softhy
sprung. It plows and understesrs with all the
clumsiness typical of mid-"50s Detroit cars, but ns
long as you don't try to push it theough corners like
an Alfa Romeno the roll sn't really excessive or
bothersome, The Momad has an even, gentle ride,
with n lnck of chop that belies ita shorter whes|hbaze,
The Snlfurt constantly seems to be seaking some place
an the road other than where vou want it to be. In
thirse simmpler daye. of course, the main way to get
improved handling in a Detroit e was by stiffening
up the puspension to the level of an oxcart. Thua the
Safari usually outhandles the Momad despite its
preater bulk, Vet some Chevys arve a little less
torgiving than the Safari we drove,

To its credit, the 1955-56 Safari stops as well as it
goes, mainly because it has larger brakes than the

: ) Sk Momaad. Pontlas brakes wers widely praised by road
; i testers in 1956 as one of the car’s best features, being
notably resistant to fade comparesd to those af rival
mabkes. This changed dramatically an the 57 models,
where Pontiac reduced wheel diameter by an inch (to
14 inchesh, The correspandingly smaller lining area
combined with more horsepower to remader the brakes
inadequate in hard, all-out stope. If hauling your
Batari doemn from speed iz as important to you as
making it go guickly—and it should be—you’d be
hetter aflf with a *58 or "56. Besides, most people find
them better-losking than the "57.

As you'd expect, both Bafari and Nomsd have
excellent outward visibility, the thin-pillar reafline
and broad expanzes of gliss muking the view literally
panoramic, The only facters that limit your
obeervation are the siwe of the rearview mirmors and,

: = in somae situations, the wide center post. The driving
Mo sl B Lovy pasition in both cars is bolt upright, and the bench
seal provides no lateral support whatsopver.
Interestingly, though, the Ponting could be crdered
with a little-known backrest recliner ogtiorn.
Btearing wheels are large and, in our view, clumsy in
both, though strictly normal for the 'G0s,

Though the current recession has, temporarily st
least, put a lid on sorring prices, the Safari remains
expensive ag a collector car. Rarity does not always
guarantes collectibility, but it sure helps, Though
gorme 20 percent of total Momad prodaction has
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The “real ' Sofart ot doet poined Slor Chief seripl for 1987,

purvived, the Safari's pereentge is hell that. Ciher
factors enhancing desirability are the Safari’s divect
connection to the original Carl Renner design and &
growing interest in Pontise performance cars of all
types from 1855 an. But the Safar: has thus far
triiled the Namad in enthusiast popularity. Mot too
long ago, collectors settled for & Safari because they
couldn’t find a decent Momad; others used Safaris as
parts cars for Nomed restorations.

Mow, there's a small but vocifercus group of
aficionades devoted to preserving “Pontiac's
Momad.” They like its larger, more powerful engine,
and they prefer its Hydra-Matie to Chevy's
Powerglide for obvious reasons. They don't mind the
hard ride, and they say the lower-tune V-bs return
decent gag mileage. As for the Safuri's extra helping
of gee-guws and glitter, the Pontlae people have a
good rejainder. The plentiful bright metal, nicer
interiore, prettier colova, and wider rangs of
accessoTies and power options were, they suy, a betier
interpretation of the original Nomad idea than the
Chevrolet version. They also point sat that all
through itz threa years of production the two-door
Bafari remained more faithful to that iden than the
Nomaed (for example. the beltline dip on the '55
wagstill present on the 1957 Safari but not.on the '67
MNomad).

Obtaining parts for a Safari is both more and less
difficult than for a Nomad. 1t's easier in that demand
for 1955-57 Pontine parts is not as high as for
correspanding Chevy paris, harder in that there were
only a fourth as many Pontiacs built in these years as
Chevys. There are some reproduction parts made for
Nomads that will also fit Safaris, but few purts
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Laft: All Pomtior magone wene cafled Saferd for 67,
Raere Tranmeontinental model is shown,

unique to Safaris have been reproduced. Ome
enthusiast has reprodused the tailgate lettering, but
that seems to be abont it for now, Finding new-ald-
etock parts unique to any single model-year Safari is
almaost impossible.

Collectors balleve the Safari's futare as a desirable
Pontiae is gecure despite the big lesd Momads have in
value, But this current state of nifairs contrasts
sharply with both moedels” slow sales when new. And
it's because these pretty wagons didn't sell that thay
lasted only three years, They were the highest-priced
madels in the line, costing more than even the
convertibles. They were relatively impractical as
station wagons (or at least that's what we wers led to
believel, because they had dressy interiors and anly
twa doors. And they all leaked. Of course, such factors
din't deter today's collectors—when the price is right
{and it won't go down). Amed compared to, gay, &
1957-58 Bonneville, the Safari is relatively more
pmu:i,c.a_l for comveying nm entire !I"ami.|.1.' Lo car evenla.
As for those noterious rain leaks, they're not that
impartant for a collectible that is almost invariably
stored indoors and not often driven in the rain.

Mention should be mads of the Custom Safnri
Chapter of the Pontiae-Oakland Club (efe Dennis
Vaughan, 12630 W. Randall Park Dr. N, Miamd,
Florida 33167} This group, chartered in 1977,
secepts all 1955-57 two-door Safaris plus the 1967
Star Chief Transcontinental four-deor wagon., Since
itz founding, 030 has doubled in size, nnd now clnims
A0 members who own 130 Safuris betwesn them. [
bimonthly publication, Soferi News, i= filled with
resboration tips and list of care and parts for sale or
wanted. Dues are 56 per vear,
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Safari Search

Place your part ads here and also get them on-line @www.customsafari.org.

Cars for Sale

1956 Safari, nearly complete, asking $4000.00. Located in central Texas. Contact George Green (682) 465-5134

Parts for Sale

1957 Pontiac: Front Brake Drums complete with Backing Plates, Shoes, Wheel Cylinders and Wheel Bearings,
$100 each; also Two Radios with Speaker Boxes, one Maroon and one Green, $150 each; Complete Rear End
Differential with 3.23 Gears, $100; 5 Hub Caps Good Condition, $100 just call Bill Hanners @ 239-543-
3510, FL.

1955 Pontiac: Parting outa 2 door Chieftain. email Rich Pye @ rpye@rochester.rr.com or phone 585-637-2720

with needs.
Wanted

1957 Safari: Stainless Spear, front of gas door. Trim under the tail lights. Call Donn Fallenbuchel, (928) 855-5494.

1957 Safari Car Wanted: If you have any leads on one, please contact Dwight at dwhitmire3153@charter.net or
call cell 770-851-1010 or work 770-531-1010.

1955 Safari: Left molding rear quarter lower (drivers side) part #520522. Rear light switch, both NOS or excellent
used. Please contact Harold Cary (641) 424-2663 or email at buzz@netconx.net.

1956 — 58 Safari Photos and Literature. Editor needs more photos and literature regarding the 1956 through
1958 Pontiac Safaris. Send copies or e-mail scanned items to Rich Pye.

To place a free ad to sell a car or parts or to place a want ad, send your
request to Rich Pye. Your ad should be related to 1955-58 Pontiacs, and it is
recommended to include photos (electronic or paper). Ads are also welcome,
send a business card for Pontiac related items or services to Rich.




POCI Chapter #10

www.customsafari.org

The Custom Safari Chapter is an official international chapter of the Pontiac Oakland Club, Interna-
tional, Incorporated. The POCI headquarters address is: P.O. Box 539 Victor, NY 14564

Annual Dues are $18.00. Renewals are due January 1st of each year. New member dues are pro-
rated quarterly from January 1st. Applicants must be a current member of POCI prior to joining the
chapter. Send payment to Starr Evans.

The Safari News is a quarterly publication produced by the chapter. Volume 1, Number 1 was
distributed in December of 1993. A limited number of back issues are available. Write for further
information.

President: Steve Cook, 16565 Lancaster Est. Dr, Grover, MO 63040
Vice President: Rich Pye, 436 LaDue Rd, Brockport, NY 14420
Secretary/Treasurer:  Robin Petry, 2806 Scarlett Dr, Augusta, GA 30909

Editor: Rich Pye, 436 LaDue Rd, Brockport, NY 14420

Directors:

Eastern Region: Lou Calasibetta, Box 1957, Stillwater, NJ 078775
Central Region: Ronn Pittman, 1024 Raddant, Batavia, IL 60510
Western Region: Ed Vassar, PO Box 171, Dunnigan, CA 95937

For chapter information: Write: 436 LaDue Rd, Brockport, NY 14420, Phone: (585) 637-
2720, e-mail: rpye@rochester.rr.com
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Oklahoma...OK!

2007 POCI Convention in

Tulsa, Oklahoma

35th Annual POCI National

Convention July 10-July 14, 2007

Hosted by the Indian Nations Club, the e .
38th Chapter of POCI s
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