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From the President’s Garage

By Mark Petry

Greetings to my fellow Safarians!

I hope everyone is enjoying the start of the summer season. | wanted to share a really nice
experience Robin and | recently enjoyed. We were the hosts of a 3 day weekend car tour for
our local AACA chapter (as | have said before we do not have a POCI chapter in our area).

This all started at a meeting in February when we volunteered to host our annual spring tour.
On the way home from the meeting, we both thought...what have we gotten ourselves into?
Thank heavens for computers and a wife who is good at searching things out. We knew we
wanted to tour the Brunswick/Jekyll Island area of the Georgia coast. We researched
attractions on the net and then took a weekend dry run to make arrangements and time out the
mileage for the places we would stop and “pit stops” for gas and nature call necessities. We
were pleasantly surprised at how accommodating the attractions we were going to visit were
and they treated us like we were the attraction. For instance, the Eighth Air Force Museum let
us park our cars along the front entrance to the museum, so all who entered could enjoy the
cars instead of having them scattered about in a parking lot. Also, the historic Jekyll Island
Club (1890%-1920s winter playground for millionaires like the Vanderbilts, Rockefellers,
Goodyears, etc.) allowed the club to park on their finely manicured front lawn, where many
guests including a bride and groom came out to look at the cars and had their pictures taken
with them.

We had thirteen antiques cars and a total of 27 people participate in the tour. We had put
together travel packets for each couple with an itinerary, directions, and a list of cell phone
numbers to keep in touch and most cars also had CB radios. The weather was perfect and the
tour turned out to be one of the best we have ever had. It was great spending the weekend
with longtime car-friends who share a common interest in sharing car histories and stories with
people you meet along the way. It was also a fun and memorable experience. The point of my
story is that if you have the opportunity at your local club, don’t be afraid to step forward and
set up a tour. | am sure it will be a rewarding experience.

“Alert! There’s gold in the junk!”
Here in my area, we have several salvage yards called “You-Pull-It”’, which sell auto parts
as a sideline to their metal re-cycling business. The overwhelming majority of cars are from
the mid-70’s to the early 90’s. Once in a while, they pull in an interesting old car. | try to do
a walk through about once a month to try and catch one before they crush it. Most of the
time, 1 come up empty. However, on my last trip, | was amazed to find a 1950 Dodge, 1958
Mercury, two 1963 Chevys, a 1962 Ranchero and a 1968 Catalina! | was somewhat shocked
at seeing so many old cars there and in talking with the operator learned that the price of
scrap metal is at an all time high and that people were having cars pulled out of barns,
sheds and fields that they wouldn’t have bothered with before. Unfortunately, he also said
that these cars are only there a couple of weeks before being crushed. So, consider taking
some time to visit your local yards. You never know what might find.

Mark Petry




Behind the Wheel in the Editor’s Seat

By Rich Pye

Hello Everyone,

Two things | remember growing up that | thought were goofy, but have stuck with me. People
would always tell me to enjoy your kids when they are young, because they grow up so fast,
and the older you get the faster time flies. Well, they were right on both accounts, especially
the time flying thing. It seems like | just sat down to write the last newsletter 3 months ago.

Hopefully you are all getting this before the convention stars or at least were able to read on
the web site. | didn’t realize the convention was a week or two earlier than normal and got
caught up in the end of school activities. Anyway, thanks to those who gave me input into this
issue; Tom Young for the vintage ads, and Starr Evans for the article by Jack White published
13 years ago in the Nutmeg Chapter newsletter. Thanks to others who have sent things in. I’ll
be using them going forward and | can always use more.

Welcome to all of our new members. | will be posting a membership roster in the near future, so
you all have each other’s contact information. Welcome back to some of you who may have
taken some time off from the chapter. The membership drive was successful in recruiting new
members, so let’s share some Safari information, like Jack’ story, to keep people interested and
enthused.

I have set up a Discussion Forum for chapter members and am real close to making it go live.
Time, (mentioned above), is not on my side right now. Sometime over the 4" of July week Il
get it done. So check out the web site during that time and start the discussions going. You’ll
need to join and set-up a profile and then you can participate in any of the forum topic areas.
I hope this works out to be a valuable thing for members. | know on other sites members are
able to share a lot of knowledge and help each other out. We’ll try this forum for awhile and
see if it works. If not, I’ll setup a different one.

On the car front, | got the brakes in the ’57 Safari working (I think | had them working at the
time of the last newsletter) and also put the driver’s side fender | won on eBay on the car. Noel
Evans was kind enough to pick it up on Long Island while he was in the area. | was in the
Connecticut area a few weeks later and picked it up from him. | also got to see all his Pontiac
stuff.....jealousy is all I can say. Starr probably doesn’t look at it that way! Next up is trying to
figure out why the brake light feed wire was cut-off six inches from the fuse block and why |
don’t have any turn signals. Any ideas, let me know. | always thought that electrical issues
were easy to figure out, but this Safari has AC and everything is just a little bit different.

Well enough for now. For those of you going to the POCI Convention, have fun. We look

forward to all the pictures and stories in the next issue.
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2006 Convention Update

June 27 = July 2, 2006

It’s hard to believe that we are only 6 months away from the end of the year.
That will mark the end of my third year as Custom Safari Chapter president.
Due to other commitments, | will not be seeking re-election. Therefore, |
would like the members to consider running for president. We will discuss it
at the convention. If you have any questions, please call any of the board
members. Our chapter meeting will be held on Thursday, June 29" at 8am
at the DoubleTree Hotel in the Keller Peak Room. That’s about it for now.
Hope to see you at the convention. Mark Petry

I’ve been emailing back and forth with Tom Young who has promised to be
running around with the photographic equipment and maybe get Randy
Kerdoon to help out to make sure that we have a great Safari Review for the
next newsletter. | promise to make it a 100% color newsletter, so you all can
show off your Safaris from the West Coast. Tom estimates there will be about
16 members at the convention plus maybe a few more surprises.

According to former president, Robin Clark, there is a nice place to go for a
Breakfast Cruise, Mimis Cafe, its about 6 miles and about 15 minutes as the
Safari drives. They open at 7:00 am. Keep in mind that we have a lot of
people and cars, so it might be good to be there when doors open. The good
thing is we don’t have to get on the freeways, and it’s on RT. 66! 1’m not sure
what day that is planned for, but I’m sure signs will be up in the registration
area if it’s not in your schedule of events. Please be sure to check there often.
Hope to see a good turnout for that event.

Rich Pye




Upcoming Shows

Ames Performance

Amgust 4, 5, &, 2006
Horwalk Raceway Park Morwalk, OH

Come o the Clprion
"Big Daddy” Don Gariits

2 LEGENDS OF DRAG RACING
TOGETHER AT NORWALK RACEWAY

Arnie "Farmer” Beswick
T Nt s it B s Bl

wiwnw, pontiacmationals.com

Besides the 2006 POCI Convention in
Ontario, CA, here are a couple of other
events of interest to Pontiac owners. The
15th Anniversary Ames Performance
Pontiac Nationals in Norwalk, OH and
the POCI Eastern Regional 2006
sponsored by the Little Rhody Chapter
and held in Warwick, RIl. Hope to see
lots of Safaris there.
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Rick DiGiacomo
Call: 401=-934-0663
E-mmnil: frdigiiicox. net
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Safari Member of the Quarter

Your Name: Gary Parker
Spouse’s Name: Dee Ann
Safari(s) Owned: 1955 Custom Safari

When/Where did you acquire your first Safari? In 1997 at the Denver, CO POCI
Convention

What was your first car? 1955 Pontiac 4 door Star Chief
What was your first Pontiac? same as above
Reason for *“collecting” Safaris: Like Pontiacs, look of the Custom Safari, style and rarity

Reason for joining the Custom Safari Chapter: Source of information about the car and
the ability to meet people with similar interests

Favorite Safari Accessory owned: N/A
Most wanted Safari Accessory: Tissue Dispenser
Do you have “other” Pontiacs? If so, list model and year: No

What are your favorite non-Pontiac hobbies? Corvettes, Motorcycles, DYI’er, Vintage Go-
Karts

Least favorite car task: Washing/Waxing and Exhaust system replace/repair
Most favorite car task: Driving and Restoration in general

Best thing about being a Pontiac Custom Safari Owner: Owning a very beautiful and
unusual car

Favorite non-Safari car: 1963 LeMans Convertible and 1959 Corvette
Favorite car-related web site: n/a
Favorite parts vendor: Redden’s Relics (no Evan Scott’s Pontiac Parts)

Best car care tip to share: Be “PATIENT”




Safari Member of the Quarter

Above and Below: Gary Parker’s 1955 Custom Safari at the 2003 convention and the
2004 convention. Gary drives to most conventions, but | believe will skip the 2600 mile
trip in 2006.
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“Member Car”

Article reproduced from 1993 Nutmeg Chapter feature - Jack and

Jill White's Transcontinental
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1957 Safari Transcomtinental Jack and Jill White of [kap River, I:']'.

A Connecticut Safari
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“Member Car”

A Connecticut Safari by Jack White B

-
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The four-doocr Custom EBatari that
was given the name Transoontinental
was ipntroduced as a "57% on the
mighth of sgpoegmber, 195%6 at tha
Hational Automobile Show in Hew

Tork.,

This model was added to the Custom
Safari line hoping Eto meest  the
needs of that portion of the mackst
that wanked styling similar to
the two-door HNomad type wagon,
but with the convenience of four
doors . fales improved slightly
porer  tha 1,292 two=door modaels
built, with the four-door total
reaching 1,.8%4, The owverall goor
sales regulted in both msodels
b=ing discontinued at  the and
of the 19537 medel year.

in addition to the four doors,
wtandard faatures of the Trans-
continental were: leather inberlor,
reclining d=position froni paEEsenger
ppat with folding headrest, roof
luggage rack and special axterior
trim. The trim on the mear guarter
panels is  wery similar to  the
trim fournd on the '57 Bonnewille,

Built on a 122 inch whaalbhase,
and an owverall length of 207 inches,
it weighed in &bt just underc 4,000
pounds . The standard engine was
the 147 oubic inch, 170 hp V-8
equipped with either a Carter
AFE or Rochestar 4 EBL carburetoar,

Undar tha hood ln m 87 cubic lech, 270 hp ¥W-H.

&1

i

I purchased my Transcontinental
in Octobaer, 1984 from the daughter
of the original owner. It had
48,600 miles on the odometer and
for a car that had Been in Con-
necticut all its Life, it was
in wvery good original condition,

I firet obeerved the car during
the summner of 1981. [ was getiing
on I-95 at Exit 70 in Ql1d Lyme,
f8 I enterad tha highway I caught
a glimpse of the Transcontinental
going Aown tha axit ramp in the
othar direction, As 1 had just
started to cross the Ealdwin Eridos
im the southbound lane, thare
was no way I could find out whers
tha ¢ar want.

Several months later 1 decided
to try apd locate the car in the
0ld Lyme area. I figured that
if it was local the owner had
to buy gas and maybe service in
tha area, So, one by one, I askad
at all the local staticns it any
body knew of the car, 1 had no
luck wuntil I stoppsed at Douug's
Garage in tha Rogers Lake sackian
of 2ld Lyma, Doug knew the Car
and its owner. He informed me
that the car was less than a mile
away, and wag owned by a woman
named Lyn Ely. He kKnaw Che car
was purchased new by Hs, Ely's
father, “Thers iz ome thing though, ®
Doug said, “"that you should know.
M=, ELlv is blind, and it 1s her
housekespar who drives the car.”

I found Ma, Ely's house and, suce
enocugh, there was the Transcaonti-
nemtal #itting under a 2 trees.

The housekeaper answered the dool
and then Ms. Ely ocame down 1o
ralk to me. S5he explained that
her father bought the <ar new
from Frazee Pontiacs in Deap Rlver.
(This dealership went cut of bsiness
about L9&0. ) Sha inherited the
car and 8till used it ocassionally
during tFia summer months .o It
waA Atored in a neackby barn during




“Member Car”

the winters, At this tima sha
wasn't ready to sa&ll the car but
sha agreed o Lake my nama and
numbar just in Gage she changed
her mind.

T raclisimg Iront pesdanger seat with felding
Mabdrest mes a4 Mesbere abeosd of 1t tiew,

The following summer, she still
wasn't ready to smell, but sha
hadn't forgotten ma, Tha Hams
thaing happenad the following year.
My pilgrimage Aur ing the late
summar of 1984 finally wyielded
results. Ms. Ely informed me
that ephe hadn't u=sed the car all
year and maybe it was time to
let it go, Shie had, had Doug
plek the oar up because Lt had
a dead battery, 80 it worked ouk
weall to get a goeod lLlook at the
CALC . Doug knew thers wag a pog-
eibility 1 might purchase the
car, and made his lift available
to get a good look at the undarside
of Lthe car.

The entire car wag in axiremaly
good condition. There was shsolutely
ne body rot anywhere under the
car, The only outar rust was
in the wsual locaticn on the bobtom
al the [ront Fenders. Thers wWas
gome alight damage o the right
front fender and the right side
rocker panel molding wae missing.
Other than that, the car was in
very good condition.

We settled on a price and 1 picked
the car up a shoct time later.
The first job was to clean away
the summer's accumulation of dirct,
leaves and mildew in preparation
for tha HNutmeg Chapter Foliage
TalE, We survived tha tour with

A carburetor that was refusing
o allow an  idle function and
only eeven of the wmight eylinders
opecational, The extent of the
cnging work to date was completed
that fall, and amcunted to a valwve
job and & carburetor rTeboaild,
It as necessary to replace ape
badly burnt intake valwve and clean
and install a rebuild kit in the
Carter AFE 4 BBL carburetor.

Tha summars 0f 1%85 and 1984 saw
the Safari do double duty as a
beach car and occasiconally a show
car. The late fall of 198% necap-
gitated it being rTalegated Lo
daily transportation for me, as
I had =ocld my 1978 plckeup and
was awalting delivery ol my 1%86.
Thisz =service turned out  bo b
more than the already dripping
transmiszsion front Baal i ld
stand, Tha drig turned into a
straam, and the result was a re-
sgaling of the transmission at
a4 local tramsmission shop.

puring the swmmer of 1987 I hegan
the process of doing the minor
body work needed in preparation
for repainting, All the trim
was remowvad, and that amounted
te quite a pile of parts,

In the summer of 1983 1 painted
the car in the original charcoal
gray color, in the criginal acrylic
lacquer paint. The summer of
1984 was alsgo the time that I
had my back troubles that led
to an operation in  January of
1%849 ., Consequently, the Safari
sat painted but npot Tubbed out
until the spring of 1%3%,




“Member Car”

The spring and early summer of We have gince traveled with the
'Y waE a busy time, as we wanted Safari ta  the POCI Corvention
b drive the Safari to the "89 inm Galthearsburg, Marvland in 1992,
POCL Convention in Dayton, Ohio. as wall as numercus local shows.,
All the original extercrior trim Puring the apring of 1992 [ decided
was re-installed with the esosption 1to hawe the seats re-upholstersd, as
of the rear bumpar “caps®, which all tha arigimal stitching was failing
I had had reproduced, A1l want and tha leather had eplit in & ooople
well, and we made 1t ©To Daytaon of places, Tha deciaion was made
without incident. The return to have tha saats done in winyl
trip was not guite as uneventful, instesd of leather, in the ofiginal
Traveling theough Pennsylvania colors and  pattern, because of
wa aullfered a ply peparation on the type of service we plannmed
ong of the Leater tiree that wers for the car, Unfortunately, we
on thea car. I made it to a truck could not make thea neacessary ag-

stop amd put on the spare. During rangemenks prior to godng to Galthershorg
the balance of the trip thera 80 the project was put off uniil

was that nagging guestion, "Will the winter of "4F '4%.

another of the tires do tha sama

thing?*, as they wers all t ki

24 age. As  luck would hawvae Eo, hera wa ara in the aummer

it, wa had no further troubles., af 'a3, The one remaining thing
I plan 1o do is to replace the

A8 we ware planning to go to tha carpating. S0 far 1 have had

'@l sonvention in Cleveland, 1 no luck finding a suitable color.

dacided the experiences in  the It seams the carpat iz a "one

Daytan heat made it pecessary of & kind® ¢olor that even people

tex make a #light modification who specialize in Pontiac carpat

ta  the Safari. To compliment hawve never sesn,

the cruise contral I had installed

priocr to going to Daytom, I in- Whathar or not this project is

stalled an air conditioning system complatad, the Transcontinental

that I removed from a Jesp Bagommoor, will continue to give mch pleasirs

Neadlesag ko say, thiz made the to its ownars, and to the many

trip to Cleveland wmuch more e=n- peopl who admire tha clagsic

Joyablae. Fontiacs.

Below: Updated picture of the White’s Transcontinental from 2004. Hopefully Jack can fill
us in on the last 13 years of adventure he’s had with his Safari in an upcoming news article.




Vintage Article

Excerpts from the 5th Chapter Newsletter,
by Steve Cory

NEWS 6000527 Wiksen «

If you received your Safari Mews late this memth, it's because
I'm running sbout & month behind in everything I do.I wigh I eould
blame the maill serviee for the delay, but I'm afraid that 1'11 have
te teke the blame.Sorry I have been lax in answering your meny letters,
but the Holidey Semecn ie very buey for a Traffiec Homoeide-hooldent
lnuesiigatnr.Especially in Fr.Liguerdale!]l promise Lo do betier this
next lesue.

The Florida Chapter of FOCI met in Orlende egein on Januery
14,tc further finalize the plens far the 1978 POCI Convention Thinga
geem Lo be coming aleong real well, with 110 fexilies elready signed
up forr this fantastic meet in “Wickey Mouse Town™. I have been to
MATY of the surrounding etiracticons fn the Orlando,Fleorice erem and
&M Bure thai you will nmet be disappointed with your trip.l cen't wailt
to see & long row of Safarie ot the meet!Make your plans now to attend!

Happy
VALENTINE'S
Day




Vintage Memorabilia

Faul W. Petaraon, sersica manages, Hapdas Motoes, Lid., Honolulu, T.H
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| “ROYAL TRITON...
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Vintage Memorabilia

WEEKLY WASH RITUAL—BUT HE PROBABLY HASN'T
CHECKED HIS BRAKES SINCE HE BOUGHT THE CAR!

"o g wansiler whinl i Qs that makes
" withetie o real damper.
We kill Torty thowsand people
vvury vour an the highwoye of
Arericn, sa we el Thie car wensheaad
prery witkheEinl el never think
ol ches .Ll.l'l;.' ihie brokes. Shrog
yunar hisn lders and call it howmean
mabure, bk it just doesnt moke
wannd semse,

e lars 'I"’"H epsbemn o cars feduy

2 m e, =i fe ptog, Bt it iees
iized regrlur care, tune-up anil over-
liaul for masimum safoty. Brake

[HPREL, like emgine |:-llll|' may rim

down a liile at & iime, so ihat L che

danger puint is reached before you
are awarn of if

Toae murh preilal travel (the pedal

v alimesd 1s the Heorboard |

er pgaal. Fechops the brake

lining is worn and sheoalil b Peplaced;

or perhaps the hrokes meeil siljus

£: or the brake Buid level mpy b

boens bvw e hidangs amd parts of the

hydreuli= systom meed  Lightenang
wehiikg.

12T Heenatiy bas belpod make

hiloe aafer thromgh beiter

eirmed e lemr-wher] Birakinr sy efinm
wsenl on mosd cars |--|. . Weinvenield
ke populdar Bendix® pawcr Lwike
weral witdely on cars amd trocks
Chiality endic-Eoli

TR 04N IOE MEW subomotive ve I rI- ]
then &ny ather make. S0 we sgeak
wilh suthomly w wa apy that
v heakes

tront fhem with a little mare.

will s 1heir jols &L yima
Pairon
12 pepnEtabile A Bl cuik-
rade shapis, | repular inspections
Iit's the
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Safari Search

Cars for Sale

1956 Safari, nearly complete, asking $4000.00. Located in central Texas. Contact George Green (682) 465-5134

Parts for Sale

1957 Pontiac: Front Brake Drums complete with Backing Plates, Shoes, Wheel Cylinders and
Wheel Bearings, $100 each; also Two Radios with Speaker Boxes, one Maroon and one Green,
$150 each; Complete Rear End Differential with 3.23 Gears, $100; 5 Hub Caps Good
Condition, $100 just call Bill Hanners @ 239-543-3510, FL.

Place your part ads here and also get them on-line @www.customsafari.org.

1957 Safari: Stainless Spear, front of gas door. Trim under the tail lights. Call Donn Fallenbuchel, (928) 855-5494.

1955 Safari: Information as to the kind of material used in the cargo area of a 1955 Safari, ie., on the floor, sides,
and back of rear seat. Also any information on vendors that might sell something close to the original material.
Please contact Harold Cary (641) 424-2663 or email at buzz@netconx.net. cc in the editor to pass the information
on, rpye@rochester.rr.com.

1956 — 58 Safari Photos and Literature. Editor needs more photos and literature regarding the 1956 through
1958 Pontiac Safaris. Send copies or e-mail scanned items to Rich Pye.

To place a free ad to sell a car or parts or to place a want ad, send your
request to Rich Pye. Your ad should be related to 1955-58 Pontiacs, and it is
recommended to include photos (electronic or paper). Ads are also welcome,
send a business card for Pontiac related items or services to Rich.




POCI Chapter #10

www.customsafari.org
The Custom Safari Chapter is an official international chapter of the Pontiac Oakland Club, Interna-
tional, Incorporated. The POCI headquarters address is: 2017 Manatee Avenue, \West,
Bradenton, Florida 34205

Annual Dues are $18.00. Renewals are due January 1st of each year. New member dues are pro-
rated quarterly from January 1st. Applicants must be a current member of POCI prior to joining the
chapter. Send payment to Starr Evans.

The Safari News is a quarterly publication produced by the chapter. Volume 1, Number 1 was
distributed in December of 1993. A limited number of back issues are available. Write for further
information.

President: Mark Petry, 2806 Scarlett Dr, Augusta, GA 30909

Vice President: Rich Pye, 436 LaDue Rd, Brockport, NY 14420
Secretary/Treasurer:  Starr Evans, 10 Church Hill Rd, Washington Depot, CT 06794
Editor: Rich Pye, 436 LaDue Rd, Brockport, NY 14420

Directors:

Eastern Region: Lou Calasibetta, Box 1957, Stillwater, NJ 078775
Central Region: Ronn Pittman, 1024 Raddant, Batavia, IL 60510
Western Region: Ed Vassar, PO Box 171, Dunnigan, CA 95937

For chapter information: Write: 436 LaDue Rd, Brockport, NY 14420, Phone: (585) 637-
2720, e-mail: rpye@rochester.rr.com
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2006 Convention in Ontario,
California

33nd Annual POCI National
Convention June 27-July 2, 2006

Hosted by the Southern California
Chapter
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