
1

Fall 2006
Volume 8, Number 3

7

Pontiac Oakland Club International

Custom Safari ChapterCustom Safari ChapterCustom Safari ChapterCustom Safari ChapterCustom Safari Chapter
 What is Santa Doing to my Safari?



2

From the President’s Garage
By Mark PBy Mark PBy Mark PBy Mark PBy Mark Petryetryetryetryetry

Greetings Fellow Safarians,

“A Fond Farewell”

I hope this newsletter finds everyone healthy, happy and enjoying the holiday season. It seems like
only yesterday that I became president of the Custom Safari Chapter but indeed three years have
just flown by.  It has been a true pleasure interacting with our membership by e-mail, telephone and
at the national conventions.  We have made many new friends and strengthened our relationships
with longtime members.  Although I step down now as your president, I fully intend to continue to
contribute time and energy to making our chapter the best we can make it.

Our proposed slate of officers based on nominations and acceptance is:
President: Steve Cook
Vice-President and Newsletter Editor: Rich Pye
Secretary/Treasurer: Robin Petry

Please go online to the Safari chapter web site, (www.customsafari.org), to cast your vote or to
write in another (please have their permission first to do that) for an officer position.

At this time, I would like to sincerely thank Starr Evans our current Secretary/Treasurer for her
many years of devoted service to our chapter.  I know that both she and her husband, Noel, will
continue to be active members in other ways in the years to come.  I have enjoyed not only being
your president, but also learning and sharing history and tech tips about our beloved Safaris.  In
closing, I want to once again illustrate that there is always something to learn about our cars and that
is what makes the fellowship of our club so important to me.

Recently, I was having a local starter rebuilder redo the starter on my ‘55 convertible and was
surprised to learn that the 1955 Pontiac starter is unique to that year.  My rebuilder told me that after
1955, the starter case and design was changed.  He told me that finding rebuilding parts for the ‘55
starter is becoming harder and harder to do.  I was advised to store any 1955 starters that I could
find as a stockpile for any future needed parts.

Sometime later during a telephone call with fellow member, Noel Evans, who was also surprised to
find this information out, told me that also unique in 1955 was the fact that there were two different
starters: one for cars with manual steering and one for cars with power steering.  Noel explained the
reason for this was that in 1955 the power steering system was a “holdover” from previous years
and that it was updated for 1956 and subsequent years.  I hope this information might come in handy
for any of our members out there redoing a ‘55.  As I stated before, there is always more we can
learn from each other.

In closing I wish you all the best of luck with your cars and continued participation in our chapter.  I
hope to continue seeing as many of you as possible at our national conventions.
So until then, “let’s keep those Safaris on the road”.

Mark Petry
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Behind the Wheel in the Editor’s Seat
By Rich PBy Rich PBy Rich PBy Rich PBy Rich Pyeyeyeyeye

Hello Everyone,

I can’t believe it’s almost 2007 already, which marks the 20th year I’ve owned a Safari.  I bought my
’55 back in 1987 for $4,200 from a lady that owned a beauty salon.  It doesn’t seem that long ago.  Oh
well, time flies when you’re having fun they say!

So there’s some club business to discuss now.  Being a new year our dues are due again.  Remember
that’s $18 per year as usual, which includes 4 newsletters and access to the chapter website for back
issues.  As you’ve seen recently in the different newsletters, we are mixing in both black & white and
color depending on what’s in the issue.  I hope everyone enjoyed the full color convention review you
saw in the last newsletter.  I thought that the images came out with incredible clarity and was very
pleased with the money spent.  For everyone’s reference that color issue costs 12 times as much as
an equivalent b&w one, and that was with several discounts due to the printer’s mistakes.  In the
future I am going to try to mix in some color inserts with the b&w issues.

In this issue one insert is for dues renewal.  Please send them in at your convenience and please
remember to fill in the car information if you haven’t done that in the past.  Also on the backside of the
dues renewal form is the Safari Member of the Quarter sheet.  Even if you’ve done one in the past,
please take a moment and fill that information in also.  That is something of interest to everyone and
great to share.  Include a photo or two of your Safari if you get a chance.  I am out of completed
forms with car pictures.

Another business item is the official election of chapter officers.  Even though all the candidates are
running uncontested, based on nominations and acceptances, we need to hold an official vote to
validate the election.  You can do that by going to the chapter website and click on the “Vote” button.
Check the boxes and hit the submit button to help validate the election.

I have mixed emotions with this year’s elections.  While I’m excited to get new people involved in
moving the chapter forward, it’s also bittersweet to have old friends move out of roles.  I want to
personally thank both Mark and Starr for their help over the years.  Mark brought great enthusiasm to
the president position and shared a lot of unique Safari related information on a regular basis.  Starr
has been a long time constant in the chapter and has always been there to guide and support me over
the 7 years I’ve been doing the editor role.  She’s kept my disorganization organized and I’ll truly miss
“working” with her.  Enjoy your time off you two, because I’m sure we’ll get you back involved in the
future!

You’ll also find inserted in this issue a copy of the current chapter roster which includes everyone’s
contact information that I have.  If something is wrong with your email or phone number, please let me
know.  I’d like to have an email distribution list together to send notices out.  One other insert is a 2007

calendar I put together with some past chapter photos.  Hang it
up with pride!

Until next time……Happy Holidays!!

Rich
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Safari Member of the Quarter
Your Name:  Lloyd Hahn

Spouse’s Name:  Shirley

Safari(s) Owned:  1955 Custom Safari

When/Where did you acquire your first Safari?   In 1996 in Ferndale, MT

What was your first car?  1956 Chevy 4 Door Hardtop

What was your first Pontiac?  1961 Ventura - 389 Tri-Power, 4 speed

Reason for “collecting” Safaris:  Because it’s not a Nomad

Reason for joining the Custom Safari Chapter:  Meet new people with same interests

Do you have “other” Pontiacs? If so, list model and year:  1960 Ventura

Least favorite car task:  Repairing electrical problems

Most favorite car task:  Laying rubber in front of friend’s’ homes - so they get blamed

Best thing about being a Custom Safari Owner:  Watching other people enjoy the car

Favorite non-Safari car:  1934 Ford Sedan

Favorite parts vendor:  Ames Performance Engineering

Best car care tip to share:  A good Sap remover is Rubbing Alcohol
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Vintage Article
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Safari Search

1957 Safari: Stainless Spear, front of gas door.  Trim under the tail lights.  Call Donn Fallenbuchel, (928) 855-5494.

1955 Safari:  Information as to the kind of material used in the cargo area of a 1955 Safari, ie., on the floor, sides,
and back of rear seat.  Also any information on vendors that might sell something close to the original material.
Please contact Harold Cary (641) 424-2663 or email at buzz@netconx.net.  cc in the editor to pass the information
on, rpye@rochester.rr.com.

1956 – 58 Safari Photos and Literature.  Editor needs more photos and literature regarding the 1956 through
1958 Pontiac Safaris.  Send copies or e-mail scanned items to Rich Pye.

Parts for Sale

To place a free ad to sell a car or parts or to place a want ad, send your
request to Rich Pye.  Your ad should be related to 1955-58 Pontiacs, and it is
recommended to include photos (electronic or paper).  Ads are also welcome,
send a business card for Pontiac related items or services to Rich.

1956 Safari, nearly complete, asking $4000.00.  Located in central Texas.  Contact George Green (682) 465-5134

1957 Pontiac: Front Brake Drums complete with Backing Plates, Shoes, Wheel Cylinders and
Wheel Bearings, $100 each; also Two Radios with Speaker Boxes, one Maroon and one Green,
$150 each; Complete Rear End Differential with 3.23 Gears, $100; 5 Hub Caps Good
Condition, $100……just call Bill Hanners @ 239-543-3510, FL.

1955 Pontiac:  Parting out a 2 door Chieftain.  email Rich Pye @ rpye@rochester.rr.com or
phone 585-637-2720 with needs.

Cars for Sale

Place your part ads here and also get them on-line @www.customsafari.org.

Wanted
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The Custom Safari Chapter is an official international chapter of the Pontiac Oakland Club, Interna-
tional, Incorporated.  The POCI headquarters address is:  P.O. Box 539 Victor, NY 14564

Annual Dues are $18.00.  Renewals are due January 1st of each year.  New member dues are pro-
rated quarterly from January 1st.  Applicants must be a current member of POCI prior to joining the
chapter. Send payment to Starr Evans.

The Safari News is a quarterly publication produced by the chapter.  Volume 1, Number 1 was
distributed in December of 1993.  A limited number of back issues are available.  Write for further
information.

President: Mark Petry, 2806 Scarlett Dr,  Augusta, GA  30909
Vice President: Rich Pye, 436 LaDue Rd, Brockport, NY  14420
Secretary/Treasurer: Starr Evans, 10 Church Hill Rd, Washington Depot, CT  06794
Editor: Rich Pye, 436 LaDue Rd, Brockport, NY  14420

Directors:
Eastern Region: Lou Calasibetta, Box 1957, Stillwater, NJ  078775
Central Region: Ronn Pittman, 1024 Raddant, Batavia, IL  60510
Western Region: Ed Vassar, PO Box 171, Dunnigan, CA  95937

For chapter information:  Write:  436 LaDue Rd,  Brockport, NY  14420, Phone:  (585) 637-
2720,  e-mail: rpye@rochester.rr.com

POCI Chapter #10
www.customsafari.org

Oklahoma...OK!

2007 POCI Convention in
Tulsa, Oklahoma
35th Annual POCI National
Convention July 10-July 14, 2007
Hosted by the Indian Nations Club, the
38th Chapter of POCI
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